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Touching the 


~ Eaft-Indian-‘Trade : 


| OR, 
A Difcourfe ( Turned out of French into 


Exglifh_) Concerning the Eftablifhment of a 
FRENCH COMPANY 


, For the Commerce of the 
| Pear doe ON De TD EO 


To which are Annexed the 
Articles, and Conditions, 
Whereupon the fidC OMP ANY 


| For the COMMERCE ofthe 
EAST-INDIES 
| is Eftablifhed. 
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Re-printed by the Heirs and Succeflors of Andrew Anderfon, i 
Printer to His moft Excellent Majefty, Avo DOM. 1695. ‘ 
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The Pretace. 
*N Eing Precedents and former ‘pratices of other Nations, followed with fo great” gi 
Succefs, and the imitation of others, {till confirmed by the Experiences of all, = 
~" can be more able to perfwade to the Jike Induftry and Virtue, for the Wealth, . a 
Glory, and Strength of our Nation, than any new thing when propofed; 1 have a 
only Re-printed the following Difcourfe , whereby the Author in thofe days, by ae 
feveral Arguments of Utility and Conveniency, as-well privat aspublick, moft ele- a 
| gantly animats the French to arife and beftir themfelves more vigoroufly to a Re- a 
viving of Trade, and enlarging their Commerce: Adjudging {everal Advantages 2 
to the French, above all other People in the VVorld, from their Ports, their Vef- g 
fels, their experienced Sea-men, with fo many brave Souldiers, their Produdét, 2 
and laftly their King. : a 
But in all thefe we abound and excell many Nations, except in fhipping,which & 
may {von be increafed, We have Ports and Harbours almoft every where, and e- 2 
{pecially in the weft Coaft, which fronteth the Ocean, with an eafieinlet andout- . ce 
let of Shipping from the Aiver Ciyde, and a fhorter paffage by 200 Leagues to thee ay 
Southward and Weftward, bound Voyages for Affrice eaft or welt Indies, with ma-- be 
my Lochs and Harbours without Barrs and Banks, wherein many Ships may ly fafe- = 
. ly waiting for a Wind, beyond. what England, France, or Holland hath. And for Be 
experienced Seamen, and brave Soldiers Scotland fuperabounds, as 1s evidenced by = 
the Supply. the Englifh, and Dutch Fleets have at prefent, being computed to no lefs. cn 
| than Ten, ifnot 1000 Sailers,and upwards of 300c0. land Forces,if not 40000, = 
| Firft and Laft during this War. And lately there was 10000 Scots Merchants and : " 
| Pedlersgoing up and down England SellingCioth,and above s000o0j/cers Inhabiters in: a 
| - Yreland, yea, in My Lord Granad’s time were computed to 100000 Scots young and - i" 
old, I may alfo reckon many thoufands of Scots, that are Planters fettled, and: . | 
| otherways Servants in America, and Weft-indies, befides other places of the World, i 
| yea, fome.we had in 4ffricaand Eaft-Indies, who raifed their Fortunes, yet ftill we: g 
| have been hitherto advancingour Neighbours, but fecured no Colonies, or Settle- gq 
| ment for our felves. As Hewers of Wood, and Drawers of Water. a 
Scotland hath (uitable Produ& to carry on 4 Trade to Affrica and Weft-Indies, fuch : g 
as all forts of VVooling and Linen Manutactorics, Beaff for falting, and all other: } D | 
Provifions for Shipping, or Tran{porting for fale. WVe have all forts of Fifhes, as & 
Salmond, white and red Herrings, Ling and Cod-fifh, Coal, and Salt, with eer | 
an | 
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The Preface, 


and many other Metals, all fuitable Product for moftof Kingdoms about us 3 for 
which we can procure what other Commodities we want. RB ie hs se 
And now after fo long athirfting of fome for fuch a Golden Opportunity as we 
find from fo Gracious a King as we now enjoy, who far excelleth all the Lewifes 1a 
France for Heroick Magnanimity, true Vertue, Juftice and Clemency, all whichare 
Concentered in his Sacred Perfon, fthining forth in his Glorious Acts and Atchieve- 
ments,who after he hath (under God ) ‘delivered Britainand Treland, refts not fa- 
tisfiea, until his Vidtoriés be Crowned by the getteral Peace of Europec 7 
What then fhould hinder this Nation being made» more Famous and Formi- 
dable, Abroad and at Home: If our Trade and Navigation were Increafed and En- 
couraged, For by Gods bleffing,you fee we are wanting for nothing, feing his Grace 
His Majefties High Commiffionér, and the Honourable Eftates of Parliament, have 
fo chearfully concurred to make us happy by fo good a Law and patent grattedin 
our Favours,which will be recorded to their praife, but to our perpetual fhame if 
not Improven, Therefore chufe faithful and grave Men fer Direétors and Mana- 
gers that have longeftexperience , aswell of loffes as profit, that can hufband and 
fave, and not multiply needlefs expenfes ; that are of no Private but Publick and 
generous {pirits advancing mainly the Common-good of the Company in general 
hating all felfifh and by defigns of their own.Weare happy in that we want not fome 
worthy Country-men Abroad,whoare of long Experience and Improvements and fit 
perfons, both forthe help and honour oftheir own Country. _ {: gt 
To the Treatife above-mentioned, there are likewife annexed. the Articles and 
Conditions themfelves, as they were prefented tothe French King at Fountain Bleau, 
where they received the Royal Sanétion , and were furth with Imprinted at 
Paris, and the Reader may take further notice, that the French Kings allowances are 
inferted in fmall Print under every Article. : 
if the Re-printing of thisbe acceptable, I have another with the Conditions 
granted by the Statasof Holland, for fettling a Collonie , in a convenient place, on 
‘the Main Continent of Amerita, which {hall be Resprinted, but the Tranflation of it 
from Dutch into Englifh, isnot yet perietted, 


By a True Lover of Trade. 
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A Difcourle Writen by a Faithful Sub- 


_ ped to His Christian LM ajefty concerning the Effablifh- 
ment of a French Company, for the Commerce of the 
Eaft-Indies. : 


Dedicated to the Whole French Nation. 
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S it isa Matter of great Reputation, 
| and Security to any State,to have a 
People trained up in the Know- 
ledge and Exercife of Arvs3 fo ts it 
of great Uriliiy, and Convenience, 
that they likewife addi@ them- 
{elves to Commerce,by which means 
the bencfics of the whole World are 
brought Hometo their own doors: 
Befide that by this Employment alone, are acquired the 
| two Things which Wife Men accompt of all Others, the 
| moft Neceflary to the well-being of a Commos: Wealih ¢ 
| That is to fay a g neral Indufiry of Mind, and Hardinefs of 
Body, which never fail to be accompanyed with Hoxour 
‘and Plenty. So that queftionlels, where Commerce doesnot 
Alourith, as well as other Profeffions, and where Particular 
Perfons out of a Habit of Lazynes, negle& at once the No= 
bleft way of Employing their times, and the faireft occas 
fions of Advancing their Fortunes, That Kingdom though 
otherwife never fo Glorious wants fomething of being 


Compleatly happy. But in truth,icis with Commerce,as wh 
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the Liberal Sciences, that Manor State,that would improve 
evihcr of them, molt beat Quiet; Peace being tie fame thing 
toa Community, which Tramq:illity of Mind 1s to exch In- 
dividual, What canbe more Importune, or Unfeafonable. 
then in the middle of a Warr either Foreign, or Inteftine’ 
when every Mars Duty callsupoo him to defend his Coun-? 
try; for Peopleto be Undert. king of long Voyages, and 
Trai fportirg themfelves into Remote Parts, their Prin- 
cipal Obligation and. Bufine!s lying at Home ! In fuch 
a Cafe asthis, He that abfents bimfclf from hts Country, is 
in Contiruction a Defertor of it, and turnsthat, which at 
anorher time, were an Honeftjand Laudable defire of Bene- 
fit, into a Criminal Avarice. The Broyles and Troubles 
of France far thefe Hundred Years and upwards, are fo well 
known, that to tell the Story, were but needlefly to revive 
the Memory of thefe Misfortunes, which we muft ftrive 
to forget. I: thal (vffice therefore to Note, that the State 
of France, having {caped fomany Tempefis, and Rocks, was 
yet once again emplunged in a Civil Warr. at the Begin- 
ning of the Laft Kings Reign, upon the point of Religion, 
which Affair being happily determined, and the People 
Reduced to their Obedience, without any Violence, either 
to their Liberties, or Confciences; there fucceeded an 
Obligation to Engage in a Conteft with Strangers, which 
proved to be one of thelongeft Wars, that has been known. 
in France fince the Foundation of This Monarchy: And tho. 
the Jultice ofthe Caufe, che Valour of the Prince, and the 
Wifdom of his Counfel, have never failed of being attended 
with Victory; Yet certain it is, chat thefe Advantages have 
nor been obtained without Infinite Care and Labour 
throughout the whole Body of the State. So that itis no. 
wonder, ifthe French having fe much to do at Home,look‘d 
but little Abroad; Efpecially, into the Bufinefs of Navie 
gation and Treffique, wherein our Neighbours in the Jx- 

| | | terin, 


terim have beftowed fo much die ani diligences and from 
whence they have likewile reaped fo much Reputation and 
Profits Some Private Enterprizes indeed have been fet 
on foot, and without that Succefs, which the Undertakers 
promifed to themfelves: But this will not appear ftrange 
at all, if we confider, that the greater Part of the Adven- 
turers, having other Affairs, wherein they were more neare 
ly Concerned, during our Troubles,did neither vigoroufly 
purfue what they had begun, nor indeed fo muchas cake. the 
pains to keep the Frame of their Defignin Order, But xow 
that it has pleafed God to give France the Peace it has fo 
long defired,and the enjoyment of that Peace under the Gae 
vernment ofa Prince, whofe wife Conduct, and fteady Ap- 
‘plication to Bufinefs are at once the Wonder, and the Jea- 
loufie of all Burope: Now { fay, for our Country-men not 
to putthemfelves forward toward the Recovery of a Right, 
which they can never loofe,and toward the gaining to them- 
felves, of thofe ineftimable Benefits, which their Neigh= 
bours receive, by the Settlement of a glorious Commerce, 
were toadminifter juft reafon of Aftonifhment. 

Now of all Commerces what(oever throughout the whole 
World, that ofthe Za/t+Indies is One of the moft Rich and 
‘Confiderable. From thence it is ( the Sun being kinder to 
them, than to us,) that we have our Merchandize of grea- 
teft Value, and that which Contributes the moft, not only 
to the Pleafure of Life, but alfoto Glory and Magnifi. 
cence, From thence it is, that wetetch our Gold and Pre- 
‘cious Stones, and a Thoufand other Commodities, ( both 
of a General Efteem, and a Certain Return) to which we 
are fo accuftomed, that it is trpoflible for us to be withe 
out them, as Sik, Civamon, Pepper, Ginger, Nutmegs, Cot- 
ton, Clothes, Ouate (vulgariy Watting ) Poxrcelain, Woods for 
Dying, Ivory, Frankinjence, Bezoar, &c, 30 that having an 
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abfolute Neceffitty upon us, to rae ufe of all thefe things, 
why we Should not rather furnifh Our elves, than take them 
from Others, and apply that Profit hereafter to our own Cona- 
irey-men, which we have hitherto allowed to Sérangers, I 
cannot underftand. Why (hould the Pertuguex, the Hollun- 
ders, the Englifh, the Danes Trade daily to the Baff-Indies 
pofleffing there, their Magazins, and their Forts 5 and the 
French neithet the One, Nor the Other? What does it figni- © ; 
fic tous, that we have for many good Ports, and Vefféls, fo 
many Experienced Sea me, (> many brave Souldiers? To | 
what end is irin fine, that we Pride our @lves to be Subje&s 

of the Prime Monarch of the Univerje : Hf being fo, we dare 

rot fo muchas fhew our Heads in thofe Places where our 
Neighbours have Eftablifhed themfelves with Powere Were 

it notin a manner better for us to be without thefe Advan- 

tages than not to ufe them, and to reft where we are, for 

want of Abidity to gO further, than for want of Refolutzon? 
Would it not be a Shame to us, to make a difficulty of At- 
tempting that in a State of Security, which other People 

have carryed on through all doubts,and hazards? And to ftick 

at the bare Croffing of thofe Seas, which others ventured up- 

on, even before they were known > Is it, that we lack either 

Indufiry, tomake ule of their Zeventions, or Courage, tO fol- 

low their Example > Would we have any thing more eafie, 

than to reap the fruits of other Mens Travels: or any ftrong- 

er A(lurance of a good Event, than the Wealth and Glory 

which they esjoy, that have tryedthe Experiment. 

True itis, that there ists a certain Glory, which isfolofe- + 
parable from. the Inventors of things, that itis entirely theirs 7 
without any poffibility of Communication, The Porsuguez 
will be for ever Famous for their Difcoveries in the Ez/t,and 
even their Kings themfelves think ir no difhonour, to be 


choughe the firlt ProjeGiors of that Enterprize. They ays 
| that 
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that in the Year 1420, Henry oni de Wifeo; Son of King 

Joba the firfts being eminently skill’d in the Mathematicks, 

took up a ftrong Per{wafion, that there muft be of neceffity 
more /(lards in that Ocean, than were yet known, and fo 

fent outcertain Veflels upon the fearch, which difcovered 

the Ile of Madera: After which, others failing along the 
Coaft of Africa, made new Difcoveries. This Defign,that had 

been fo luckily fet afoot, was bowever interrupted by the 
Wars, during the Reigns of Edward the Succeflor of Fohn 

the Firft, andof Alphonfus: but Jobs the Second, who fuc- 
ceeded Alphonfis, (in perfuance of his Predeceffors Begin# 
-. mings, ) fent out One Bartholomew DiaX in 1487. to skirt 
_ the whole Coalt of Affrtca, and He it was,that fir doubled 

the Cape of Good- Hopes to which at firlt he gave the Name 

| of Cabo Tormentofo, becaufe of the Storms, which are fre- 
| quent thereabouts. And this Name perchance would have 
continued, ifthe King himfelf had not thought fit to Change 
at for One of a better Omen, (the Cape of Good- Hope, ) which 
was grounded upon the Hope he had,that this new Progrefs 
would open a way to the Conque(t of the Oriental Indies, 
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an acquifition, which he thirfted for, with exceeding Paffi- 
on. Yet before he would venture his Shipping into fo vat a 
a Sea, divers Perfons were fent by Land to the Jndies,toin= > 
form themfel ves from the beft Pilots of the Country,in order a 
tothe Voyages But King joa Dying upon the Preparative, 3 


left the Confummaiion of this great Work to his Succeffour 
Emanuel, who having fufficiently Inftruacted himfelf, as to 
the carrying ofit foreward,difpatched away fourVeffels from 
Eisbon in uly 1497. under the Command of Vajfco de Gama, 


"4 


ee ee 
oe Lt Ce YJ 


a ook | 
2 Ww 


| who in «ay following Arrived before Calicut,having douse | a 

bled the Cape of Good- Hope, notwithftanding the Storms be = 
met withs and the Violent Importunities of his People, pref- | i 

fing him to return. After two Years Abfence, he pee d 
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the News himfelf of his Profperous Voyage, and laid the 
Foundation of greater Hopes tocome. Inthe Year follows 
ing, the King fent thither again 14 Ships, under the Charge 
of Pedro Alvarez, and after that, divers other Fleets ta fee 
cure and forsifie themfelves in a Place, where they found 
fo vat a Treafure 5 and thus itcame.to pafs, that when the 
King of Caffile feized upon all the New Lands, upon the ) 
Welt, the Portuguez did the fame in the Raft, and this was 
it,that gave Occafiun tothe Famous Partition made by Pope : 
Alexander the Sixth, who drawing an Imaginary Line from 
one poleto the other, (to pals at a Hundred Leagues from 
the Ajores) Adjudgedto the King of Caffile all that which 
was ove the Weftefide of the Line, not meddling with any 
of thefe Eftablifhments, which the King of Portugal had upon 
the Baft,which fince the Voyage of Vajco de Gama,have been 
infinitly increafed. Thus did the conftaat Refolution of thefe 
Princes furmount all Difficulties; bringing bath Glory to 
themfelves, and Happinefs:o their SubjeGts. Thusdid thefe 
new Argonouts addrefs themfelves to the Conqueft of the re- 
al Golden Fleece: forin fine, the Portuguez are indebted to 
this Navigation for almoftall they are worth, This it is,that 
has made them Famousin the World, and raifed them into 
an Eminent Reputation, although One not only of the 
{malleft, but of the leat Fruitful Kingdoms of Ewrope. It is 
this Trafick, (which they have now been fole Majters of a 
Hundred Years entire ) that has put them in Condition to 
carry fo high the Undertakings which we have {een in our 
days, and they would findit avery hard Matter to Cope, 
even with the Enemy at their Gates, if it werenoe, thatthe 
inexhauftible Source of their Indian Treafure, and Trade 
from time to time fupplics them, for the Expence of fo long, 

and fo dangerous a Warr. — | 
What has it been, but this very Navigation, and Traffick, 
that 
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that has enabled the Ho//anders to bear up againtt the Pow? 


er of Spain, with Forces fo unequal; Nay, and to become 
terrible to them, and to bring them dowmat laftto an Ad- 
vantagious Peace? Since that time it ts, that this People, 
who had not only the Spanyards, Abroad; but the very 
Sea, and Barth at Home to ftruggle with, havein a defpite 
of all Oppofition made themfelves fo Confiderable, that they 
begin now to difpute Power, and Plenty, with the greateft 
parts of their Neighbours. This Obfervation is no more 
then Truth, their Ba/t-lzdia Company being known to be 
the Principal fupport of their State, and the moft fenfible 
Canfe of their Greatnefs. In the mean while, who would 
have imagined that the Union of a few particular Merchants, 
that but in 1595. bethought themfelves of the very project, 
and did not form this Grand Company till fix or feven Years 
after, fhould ever have raifed them to that point of Opu- 
lence, where they now ftand >? It isknown, that Communi- 
bus annis, there has been yearly 30, or 35 per Cent. clear 
~ Gain te the Sharers; and it isan eafie Matter likewife, to 
make a near Calculation of their Occafional Expences, and 
yet ali thisdedu&ted, when they came to make a General 
Computation of the Eftate of the Company, in the Year 1668 
Reckoning what they might havein ready Cath, in Merchan- 
dize, the value of their Shipping, Cannon, and what there- 
unto belongs, the Eftimate upon the whole, amounred to 
a Sum fo Prodigious, that it almoft exceeds all poffibility of 
Credits; Not accompting allthis while, that this Company 
pofeffes more Land in the Indies, than the States of Holland 
have inthe Low Countries; and this 1s it, that maintains for. 
them fourteen, or fifteen Thoufand Souldiers, to make good 
what they have gor, befide Seamen, and other People,. 
which they employ up and down, to the number of near four: 
fcore Thouland Perfons, all fubfifting thereupon. So vatt 
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Se 
an. encreafe of Wealth from fo al a Beginning would pafs 
abiclutely tor Fabulous, if we did not both See, and Know, 
that at.this day the Hofanders are the be{t monied People 
of Exropesand that in their Country, an Inheritanceis worth 
more than in any other part of the Worlds An Effate in 
Fee commonly Sclling there at 60 years Purchafe,and Lands 
in Soccage, at505 Whereas Money goes but at Phree per 
Cent. ({omuch it is Cheaper than other Goods: ) And 
this daesnot proceed t hope, from the Improvement of 
their drained Marfbes into Paftarage; nor from the Cul- 
ture of their other Grounds ( which are certainly none of 
the beft ) but barely from their Traffigue, and chiefly from 
that of the Baft-Indies, | 
About the fametime with the Hollanders, did the Ewge 
lifh \ikewife advife upon the fame defign, and Formed a 
Company at Lowdow for the Haff India Trade, This Company 
fet out Four Ships inthe Year 1600, which fucceeded fo 
Well, that in a thort {pace of time, the Exglifb made twen- 
i ty Voyages thither, This wew Society was powerfully Pro. 
tected, and Encouraged by His Majelty. of Exgland, who 
1608. fent Sir William Hawkins ia the Quality of Embaf- 
fadour tothe Great Mogol (to demand a Free: Trade) in 
defpite of all the Obftacles, which both the Portuguez, and 
the Hollanders endeavoured then tocaft in the way.In 1615, 
His Majefty fent Sir Thomas Roe, and after him other Em- 
baffadours to the Kings of Japan upon the fame !: rrand,whd~ 
wrought fo well upon the Humour of thofe Barbarians,that 
they not only obtained their defires, but gained fo far up- 
on the AffeGions of the People, that the Hollawders theme 
felvesin Oder to their better Welcome, would often pre- 
tend to be Englifh men, This Company prevaileth alfo with 


the King of Perfia, for great Priviledges in his Territories, 
in Confequence of the Service they did him againft the Por- 
duguex% about the Siege of Ormus. But it had been well, 


if 


~ 


ifthey, had found him as juft in che Execution; as he wag 
Eafie in the Promife. However, be ir as it will, this Com 
pany has. made itfelf very Gonfiderable in the Indies, and 


has at prefent diverfe Money-Tables under Two Principal 


Direcors, or Prefidents; the One of which, has his Refi- 
dence at S#rat, the Orher at Baxtaw, by whofe Authori- 
ty the Trade of thofe Parts is Managed. Thus has the Ine 
duftry and Valour of thofe People, Eftablifht and Main- 
tained their Commerce againft all Oppofition: and though 
their Enemies hath done their utmoft to Cruh their Defign, 
and brought the Difference even to an open and Bloody 
War, they have gained nothing but fhame upon the Con- 
teft, without ever being able to hinder their Courfe and 


Progrefs, which indeed they had no Colour at all to en-- 


deavour to Obftrud, | 
The Daves it's truth, Manadge not fo great a Trade in 
the Indies asthe reft5 neither are their Flects there fo nu- 
‘merous 5 but fome Concernment they have hkewifle in the 
Voyage, and their Agentsupon the Place and from time 
to time they fend out Shipping thither: their Bufinels Jies 
commonly in the Gulf of Bengala, upon the Coalt of Pegs, 
and incertain Ifles of the Soath, where they have rendred 
themfelves Confiderable. | | 
In fine, the Famous Guffavws Adolphus King of Sueden, 
thought himfclf obliged, as upon a Point of Honour and 
Greatnefs, that His Subjes alfo fhould Vilit the Oriental. 
Indies, and other Parts of the World 3 and in the very In- 
{tant, that this Prince ( whofe mind was fet upon Domini- 
om and Glory } was difpofing of his Defign to enter Gere 
many, and Contriving the Ruine of the Houfe of Aufiria,he 
had likewifein his Pro ed/s, the Forming ofa Suedi/h Com- 
pany for this great Navigatior, inviting his People to [n- 
tere{t themfelves therein, as by his Letters Patents, dated 
at Stockholm the 14th, of Fue, 1626, is made to. aR DEAT ; 
C but 
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but the War of eidiiny oath the Death of this Great 
Prince coming on {oon after, would not permit him to fee 
the Accomplifhment of this Defign, which fince that time 
has been again renewed. : 

Ail this Gonfidered, what would the French Nation 
have to fay for themfelves, if they fhould now let flip the 
Opportunity of an Enterprize, that has rewarded all that 
have ever Embarqued in it, with Reputation, and Profit > 
It we bave neglected it hitherto,it may ferve for an Excule, 
shat we have not been hitherto in Condition to attend it, 
by reafon of ourconftant Troubles. but now that weare 
in a State of Tranquility, and Peace, what hall acquit us 
to Pofterity, if we deferrit any longer ? [It would be ve- 
ry ill done indeed, toenvy our Neighbours, the Fruits 
of their Honeft and Lawful Induftry » butit would not 
be well on other fide, to decline the fame means o/ Enrich- 
ing our felves, ifit were but for the Converfation of our 
Common Good, the Benefites of Commerce, ferving asa Re~ 
compente for Their Labour, and Travail, while the greater 
Part of Oxr People ly Lazing at Home, as of no Ule, and 
without Employment. 

But Men are not eafily perfwaded to Engage upon new 
Adventures, they are afraid, thatthings will not prove to 
their minds, and every manis unwilling to make the firft 
ftep Thefe thoughts doubrlefs might well enough have 
become the Portugenz, that had a vaft Sea before them, and 
were to pafsinto another Climate, and under other Stars, 
without any knowledge of the Gourfe they were to fteer. 

This 4 pprehenfion might have been pardoned alfoin the 
Hollanders, whofe defignlay ina Country, where their 
Mortal Enemies were Mafters, and where they were in 
more danger from the Portugues, then either from Storms, 
or the Barbarians themfelves, But now that the former of 
thefe has led the way to this Fortunate Zand, and the Eat- 
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| If 
ter has difabufed us, as to any fear of Peril from thofe that 
were there before us, we mult be willfully blind, not toa- 
gree upon an Advantage fo certain upon the Accompt, and 
foeafie toobtain. For whether France be more Potent, 
or nor, then any other Nation, that Tradesto the /adies is 
not the Queftion, neither can it be difputed, whether the 
French havenot as good Commodity for this Traffique, as 
any other People,ifit be confidered,that we are poifefled al- 
ready beyond the Cape of Good-hope, cf thelfland of St. 


Eaurence or Madagafcar, the Largelt [land of all that Sea, . 


being no lefs than fewen hundred Leagues in Compafs, and in 
the moft agreeable Climat, of all India, The Air is fo 
Tewperat: that the fame Cloathes which we wear here in 
the Spring, may ferve there the whole year through 5 and 
Experience tells us, that the Heats of Mrance are more trou- 
blefom, than thofe ot St. Lawrence. The Soyle is proper 
for all forts of Grain, and Trees, and askes nothing but dref- 
fing to be Admirable. There is no need ofcarrying Pro- 
vifions thither, as to other Iflands, for the fupport of the 
Colonyes ;for the Abundance of every thing being {o great, 


that the Countrey produces enough for it Self, and to 


Spare. The Waters are Excelleat, the Fruits delicious,and 
without Hyperbole, the Place may be Improved into a Para- 
difé. Over and above This, there are Golden-Mines, in 
fuch Plenty, that in greatfallsof Rain, and Ravages of 
Water, the Veins of Gold difcover themfelves all along the 
Coat, and upon the Mountains. The Inhabitants are of 
a Difpofition tra@able enough, and with good Ufage ready 
and willing tobe imployed in any Service, being a People 
Humble and Obedient, and of a Humour far differing from 
Thofe of the Countrey; andof the /flands further up in 
the {zdies, who willnot-upon any Terms Subject themfe'ves 
to Labour: Whereas thefe on the contrary, b oth love it 


themfelves, and takes pleafure to feethe Chréitians Wort 
| : C2 | the 
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The Country is fhared amiongdiverfe petty Kings; who 
are {till making War One upon the orher, and from whofe 
difhgreements we might calily tskea Rife toan abfolute Be 
ftablifhment ofour felves among them, Beyond this Ploce 
the Trading lyes open without diffi ulty into India China, 
Japan, and mire Commodioutly yetto the Coatts of #this 
opia, and Territories of the Empcrour of the Abiffins s 
( where Commerce is (carce underitood ( to Sofola s where 
are the Richett Gold-Mives upon the Face ofthe Earth, to. 
Qiama Melinda, to the Red- Sea, and throughout the Per. 
ftan Gulpb, Ina word, there is notany where a fitter Piace 
fora General Magazin of all Commodities, to be brought 
from thofe paris into Europe, then is this (Maind, But 
this Convenience fhouldnot yet hinderus from Planting 
alfo in other Places, where it may be expedient for the 
Good of our Affaires; and fuch-a Place we have in our 
Eye, where no Perfon as yet inhabits, which we have 
now inour Powerto Seizeupon, and where the greateft 
Commerce might be Eftablifhed, that has been ye: knownia . 
the World, ( Where this Place is fhall be declared in fit 
feafon ) Sothat it is our Partnow, not to let fomany fae 
vourable Concurrences fl pthrough our fingers, and to 
loofe rhe Benefit of fo fair an Occafion,.We are apt to ado 
mire the good Fortune of our Neighbours, and itdeferves 
it. But "tis not enough barely to admire, unlefs we alfo 
emulatits Efpecially, havingfo many Encouragments to 
promife our felves a Succefs at leaft Equal, if not Superior 
to any, that have gone before us, Befides there is a great 
pare of che World that remains full unknown, Valt Regions 
that are not yetdifcovered: Sothat although others have 
had the good Fortune to have preceded us, we may yet 


have the Honour to carry the Bulines further than they have 
done. But as it fecms neceflary for the bringing of this 
great defign to Effect, that we fhould follow the Example 
of other People in forminga Company among our {elves 


for ~ 


(13) z 


‘ming 1 Company among our {elves forthe Nuvagation of the = 
aft Indies, and that we mutt needs do the Hoanders this ma 


De 


Right to acknoWledge, that their Society ts borhrhe Richeft 

and the beft Road inthe Myftery ofthat Commerce of all; 

thar have ever meddied with ir, {c will not be amifle to 

look into the Conftitution of that Company,and the manner 

-of their Proceedings, that any man may the berter Judge, 

| whether we have any Reafcu or no, to doubr of doing as 
much, asthey have done beiore us. 


5 (2 


| go He Warr betwixt Spaix and Holland, having ruined a 
| one Part of the Hedanders Commerce, without P. 
| which they would have had much ado to (ubfift, Certain — 
Merchants of Zealand Affociated among themielves in the i 
Year 1592. To goand Tradeinthe Gaji-lndies 5 and pars a 
ticularly in fuchplaces, where the Portuguezhad nothingto Ps, 
do. but to avoid the Hazard of being too near the Line, i 
they refolved to fearch a Paffage toward the North, and fo _ es 
to Coaft about Tartary and Cathay, and from thencetofall <a 
into Chima, and the Indies. This Voyage not fucceeding = 
totheir with, they joyaed themfelves afterwards with fome ae 
Merchants of Mew/terdam, and altogether Equippd a {mall a 
Fleet-of four Veflels, which they fent forth to India by the ae 
Ordinary way, under the Command of one Cornelius Aovt- i 
. man, who having lived long at Lisbon, had learned from Sa 
the Portugaez the Secret of this Navigation. In 1595 they i 
departed, and atthe end: ftwo Years and four Months, > ae 
returned, without making any Profit of their Voyage, = 
This little difappointmenc did not huider them trom torm- |= 
ing at the fametime afecond Company, in the fame Town ml 
of Amsflerdam; and theie two Companies being Unred, 2 ae 
fet fortha Fleet of eight Sbips, that went out. tn 1998, Bi 
: While a third Company in Zealand were making ready tor ad 
| the fame Deligns Inthe Year 1559, certain other Mere Mf 
chants gl 
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(a5) 
chants of U4 mferdare (the molt part of them Brabanders 
framed yet another Company apart from all the reft,which 
fentalfo four Velielsto the Indies. 1a 1609, this latter Com- 
pany fet out two more, which joyaed themfelves to fix o- 
ther of the firtt Company: and thele eight Ships being 
gone, the Members of thefe two Companies not waiting for 
their Return, Equipp*d thirteen Veflels, (the firft Compa- 
ny nine, and the latter four 3 ) and this Fleet went fo Sea 
in April 1601, putting the Profits of the frft Voyage, into 
a Stock fora {econd Equipage, There were at that time, 
(ome Merchants of Roterdam and North-Holland, that were 
Modelling of Companies feparat from the reft ( which en- 
creafing in this manner,gave greatly to fear that one would 
fpoile the other; ) whereupon the States forefecing what 
diforder this Divifion might caute, perfwaded them tounite 
all their Intereft, and to fend their Deputies to the Hague 
to endeavour there to draw them all into one Company, 
in which Propofition the Parties concerned did acquiefce, 
and fo there was conftituted one General Company for the 
Eaft- Indian Navigation, with a Grant or Priviledge from 
the Srates, exprefly Inhibiting all other the Inhabitants of 
the United Provinces, to Trafhque inthe Indies from the 
Cape of Good Hope, to the furtheft part of China, from the 
Term of One andtwenty Years,to begin from the 2018. of 
eMarch 1602. ‘By this Grant, it was left free for all Per- 
fons whatfoever to Enter themielves into the Company, for 
what Sum they pleas‘d,P rovided, that they declared them- 
{elves within five Monthss after which, no more fhould be 
received npoo what Terms foever. jn this {pace of time, 
they gathered together a Fond or Stock, of Six millions, 
and Six hundted thoufand Livers, Money of the Country 
( which make feven “Millions, nine hundred and twenty 
thoufand Lizers of France) and noman fince that,has been 


taken anew intothe Company, at leaft without having 
bought 
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bought the fhare of fome Qe the firft Intereffed, 
which they call BUYING OF AN ACTION. There 
were made alfo diverfe Rules, for the Maintaining of Order 
and preferving the Intereft of each particular, which were 
Ex plained in the Grant. Jn themean while,the firft Term 
expiring in Match 1623, tt was continued for One and twen- 


a LS SS 
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ty Yearslonger, and in 1643, renewed again for 27 Years, | 
‘a Confideration of a Million and Six hundred thoufand Be. 
c 


| Liores given to the State; and they are now Solliciting to. 
renew their Priviledge again fora further Term. 

The firft Sum of Six Millions, and Six Hundred Thoufand 
Livers was Employed upon the Equipping of a Fleet of Foure 
- teen Sail, that fet out in February, 1603. and after that, of 
Another of Thirteen that departed in the December follow- 
ing. Till then, the Perfons Intereffed, made nobenefirat all 
of their Adventure, for being divided into fo many private 
Companies, they were fain to lay out all their Gains upon a 
Stronger Equipage. But upon the Return of thefe two Fleets, 
the Profit was fo great, that in 4605, the Company got fil- 
teen, for a hundreds oad in 1606, feventy five for a hund- 
red. Sothat in this fhort time, they wanted bur ten in the 
hundred of Re-imburfing themfclves their Original Sum.. 
In this interim, the Company did not {lacken at all in their 
Preparations, and Provifions. They Treated with the Indian 
Kings, built Fortrefles,and every where enlarged their Con= 
quefts, which vaft Expences notwith{tanding, it appeared. 
in cMay 1613 that every man was Re-imburfed his Princi- 
| pal, and had over and above, a hundred and fiexy, Profit. 
As for Examples He that in 1602, pat four thoufand Franks 
| into the Stock of the Company, had received in 1613, ten 
| thoufand and four hundred profit, and yet his Original Good a 
| in the Common-ftock, And this Gain has been fo much Aug: y 
mented fince that time, that there are few Years, wherein a 
they get lefs than 30 per Cente. In 1661, they gained aS iG a 

2062, ; 


ape eens 
Ae 
an 


as 


oG 


ay sad | 


Sa 
: ( : 


pans na 
— ee 
omen = nce iaamancsemnanemaan 
Ps 
. 
Qfs 


Teper 


Eas 


apc a 


SEL IE 
—~ = = 


Hoos Fo oe 26 "ORS ry Cun) ee Coe ee a _ sirutsitvans 
ls mm mm RS NS 


* 


46 7 3 

16625 there was no diftribution at all, by reafon of four Ships 
loft, which they have never heard of finces_befide the extra 
ordinary Charge they were at, for the Seige of Cochin but 
in 1663, they had 30 again per Cent. Pes 

The Company at every ten years end makes a General 
Inventory of the whole Bufinefs,.and by That, which was 
made in 2461, it was found: to be io Poffeffion of the lm- 
menfe Wealth above-mentioned, - 


This Company has notonly Enriched’ Particulars; but the. 
Advantages, which the Body of the Re-publick draws conti 


nually from it, are almoft ineftimable, in the frft Place” 
Commodities that are brought fromthe Jndies intothe States, 
Ports, pay at leaft feven in the bundred, and before they 
come into France, are unladen in Helland, where they pay 


alltheir Rights of Jv and Out ( before they come to us) a-. 


rifing to fix per Cet, and one per Cent. more for the Duties 


of Convoy, which feven per Cent. go clear to the Re publick, 


befide two inthe hundred more for Fadforage; and the Charge 
of Merchandizes: So that upon this Reckoning, we pay 
twelve per Cent, more for Indian Commodities, than the 
would Coft us, if we fetched them our Selves. Whence it 
follows, that our Negotiants, making the fame Profit of 
thefe Merchandifes, which the Helland Company does, might 
be able to furnith us at twelve in the hundred better Cheap, 
than Others; becaufe we fhould fave the Duries, that are 
now paid in 4oUand; an Expenfe that every Year draws 
vaft Sums out of France, where are confumed at leaft a 
third Part of what the Hodanders bring out of the Indies, _ 

A fecond Advantage, which the States draw from this 
Company, is, tbat upon every Renewing of their Grant, tt 
makes them a Confiderable Prejent. The Laft (as we have 
faid already ) amounting to nolefs than fixteea hundred thou. 
fand Livers. . RA 

In the third Place, it maintainsat leaft fourfcore thoufand 


Men | 
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Men, the greater Part whereof would otherwife be a Bur? 
then to the Srate. | : | | 

The laft, and the molt important Confideration is, that 
this Company, in weakning the Commerce of the Portugwez » 
who were a long time under the Obedience of his Catholick 
Majefty, did alfo weaken the Spanifh Monarchy (their great 
Enemy) and by that Means made their way toa Peace. 

The Equipp every year for this Voyage twelve fair Shipss 
from eight Hundred, to fourtecn Hundred Tun, which de- 
part at feveral Seafons; and every year precifely at the end 
of June, they return as many, or thereabouts. The Com- 
pany, and the States ufuall in the Month of Mzy fend out 
their Menof War to mect them, partly asa Convoy, and to 
defend them againft their Enemies, and partly to relieve 
them with Frefh Men, and other Neceffaries, as they have 
occafion. The Principal Place, which this Company has in 
the Indies is called Batavia, a Town that they have built in 
the Ifland of Fava Major, not far from Sumatra, they have 
there their Magazins,& Stores of all the Commodities, which 
they bring into Exrope, {rom the feveral Countries of the [v= 
dies, of Fapan, of China, and of Other Kingdoms. They have 
alfo Colombo in the Ifle of Ceylov, which they have lately ta. 
ken from the Portuguez ( this Wland furnifhes the whole 
World with Civamome,) In Fine, they poffefs divers other 
Places, even from the Gulph of Perfia, tothe Extremity of Chi. 
na, and they have Reckoned a good while fince, feven and 
thirty Magazins, and twenty confiderable Forts, which they 
had in the Indies. | | 

For the greater Advantage and Liberty of their Com- 
merce, ehey have their Agents about all the Kings of thofe 
Quarters, as the King of Perfia, the great Mogol, the Kings 
of China, Fapan, Cocbinchine, and divers Others. See now 
to what degree of Greatnefs this Company is Arrived: a Socie 


‘ety of Particular Merchants, low enough at Firft, both in 
| D ial For. 
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Fortune, and every way elfe 5 but now Advanced, not only 
beyond their Hopes, but their very Pretences, | 
But there is not any thing which a Company, of this Gon. 
dition, by Uston, Condudé and Courage may not accomplith, 
This Truth oping (o clear, and the fame Advantages now of. 
fered us, fhal we not make ufe of thems. Or (hal we rather 
acknowledge to the World, that we want Unity, Addrefs, 
or Courage ¢ The laft isa Reproach, which our very Enee. 
mies will neverfaften uponuss Nor with any Colour of Rea- 
fon will it be pretended, that we want AddreG, For ( to. 
{peak in this Place only of Navigation ) it is certain, that 
better Yeamen cannot be defired than ours ‘are, and the Hole 
landers \oow that well enough, who make ufe of the French: 
more than of any other Nation, and find themfelves better 
ferved with them, than with theirown. Asto the Point of 
Union €notto diflemble the Matter) without doubt, we. 
are there to blame, and “tisa fault of our Nation, which cer- 
tain'y ceferves our greatelt Care to Redrefs Tofay the Truth. 
Whatafhame isit, that the Frerchs the people of all the 
W orld the mof accomplifh’d, a Nation with whom Valour,. 
Magnificence, Good-Natures Civility, Learning, the Libe- 
ral Arts feem in a Manner to have chofen their Abode. That: 
thefe People, I fay, fhould be fo hardly brought to endure. 
Qne Another- that their Societies fhould be fo unconftant,. 
their Agreement fo difficult; that the moft hopeful Affairs in. 
the World fhould perifh even in their Hands, by {knownot 
what Fatality of this Lightnefs; without which difcord a- 
mong themfelves,it were almoft impofMible to refiltthem. 

When the Hol/anders. began their Company, how many 
_were there evenof an Ordinary Condition, that fold them. 
feives to their very Houfhold-Stuflefor che furnifhing of a 
stock. to begin withal 5. becaufe of the Honour, and Benefie 
whichthey forefaw, would accrue totheir Countrey. And: 

fhall the French having fo many other Excellent Qualitie 


fais: 
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fail at !aft info material Points, as to be wanting for their 
Zeal and Duty tothe Glory and well-being of the Publique. 
I dare promife my felf this will never bes and fince weare 
now in an Age of Wonders, that muft give Remedies to all 
our Evils, and resew our whole Frame: Let us not leave 
the leaft Mark ofthat Ancient Blemifhs but bya conftant 
Kindnefs.among our Selves, and a true and dutiful Love of 
our Countrey give the World to know, chat our great and 
incomparable Prince has influenced his People, and infpi- 
red them witha Virtue, whichthey never had before, 

But what fhall we dothen? will fome fay ? Our Bufi- 
nefs in the firft place, mult be ( asis already faid , to Com- 
pofea Society of diverfe Perfons, that will unannimoufly 
contribute tothe Execution of our Defigns which Soct- 
ety fhall carry the Name of the French Company for 
the Commerce. ofthe Eaft Indies, 

Our next Work muft be to Equip a Fleet, and to godi- 
rectly, and make a Decent upon our Ifland of Madaga/car 
which we may dowithaut any Refiftance, and being there 
with a confiderable Eftablifhment, which from time to 


time fhall be {upported, and maintained by. trong Colonies. 


We mutt then relolveto carry thither, only men of 
Honefty and Courage, not Criminals. redeemed from the 
Gibbet, or the Gallows, nor Women condemned for De« 
bauchery of Lewdnels- Part of thefe People thall be Em= 
ployedin Tilling the Ground, ( which’ will be a matter 
of jexceeding Benefit ) while the Reft. fhall be making 
themfelves Maftersiof the Principal Pofts of the Country, 
and fecuringof Ports, whereofthere are diverfe in: this [- 
fland, capable of Two or Three. Hundred. Velels, to Ride 
withourdanger.. Thus much forthe Preliminaries of our 
great Commerce. | 
_ [know very well, that this Propofitian will) not pleafe 
all People, aad fome will tell y.ou perhaps, thatthe ay hiet 
+3 D 2 : aves 
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( 20 ) 
have been at Madagafcar already 3 and What did they there 2 
They will tell you too, that Monfieur Flacourt, ( who 
was the Dire€tor of the Company, chat was then made, ) 
has (ufficiently manifetted the Vanity of this Project 5 in 
a Relation that he has publifhed upon this Subject. Well & 
Butare we now todeara, thot a Bufinets; that has Mifcar. 
ried atOne time, may fucceed at Ano:her¢ Eow ma- 
ny great Enterprizes, do we find in Story, that have Re, 
quired feveral Tryals to bring them to PerfeGtion. The 
Firtt Spanairds, that Planted in the /flcs of America, were 
all fain; and yet this difafter did not difconrage the Un- 
dertakers from fending more, ‘The Englifh Colonies in 
Virginia have been four or five times de{iroyed 5 and yet 
this has not made them Abandon the Country- Tocome 
once’again to the Example of the Hollanders, The Firlt 
ftep, they fet toward their Indian Adveniure ( endeavous 
ring to find out a new Paflage ) was molt unfortunat to 
them. The Second time, ‘tis true, they got thither, but 
they made nothing of their Voyage. Did they give it o- 
ver forthat ? No, by noMeans, they returned a Third, 
a Fourth Time,and at laft gathered with Intereft the Fruits 


of their re But thisis not all neither, for the 


World muft know, thatthereis a large difference, betwixt 
the Bufinefs of Atonfieur Flaconrt, and That which 1s “om 
in Queftion. Alarge Difference, betwixta Company coms 
pofed of a fmall Number of privat perfons, and that wanted 
Stock for the Accomplifhment offo great a Defign, and 
the Company, which is Now in Propofal to be Erected. For 
after all; wearenot without hope, thatthe King him(elf, 
( who has fogteat an Affe@tion, and Tendernefs for his 
People) confidering the Notable Benefits, which this Enters 
prize will bring to, his Dominions, will Him/elfi fay, lend 
his Royal’ Support, and rather than fail, even enter into a 
Participation in the Defign« So that the Confequence be- 

: twixt 
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twixt Monfiewr Flacourts Affair 3 dd This at prefent, holds Be 
no Proportion. 4nd this muft be acknowledged toosthat(the & 
Miffortune notwithffanding, into which he wascaft, by the a 
Fault of the Company ) he has been ever known | 
to fay : nay, and publickly to Declare, and Print a 
at the End of his Relation before Mentioned, e. 
that a confiderable Settlement in Madagajcar ( which muft ma 
mutt be vigoroufly begun, and waichtully puriued ) would = 
bring an advantage to the State of France beyoud imagi+ be 
nation: confidering the Goodnefs and fertility of the Cou- 03. 
trey, the Gentle and Induftrious Difpolition of the people, | 
and the commodious Situation of the [land for the Enter- = 
tainment of Gommercee And this which we deliver isSup- a 
ported by the agreeing Teftimoney of fo many Nations ,new- fc3. 
ly come from thence; as Flemmins, French, Hollanders, te 
Englifo, that co difpute the Point, were to offer Violence if 
to Truth itfelf, monfewr Flacourt did not fe much as wifh | 
| for more, than one lufty Ship to be fent every Year from 
: Franceto Madagafear, to carry on the Defigne. What are 
| we to expe then, that propofe no Icfs than Fourteen or 
| Fifteen at a Blow? The Tranfporting of Five hundred Men 
| thither was the very utmoftofhis Defire, but we fpeak of 
| carrying asmany Thoufands- The Disburfement ofa Hun- 


| dren and Fifty Thoufand Zivres upon an Equipage, was a | 
| Siam that he had not the Canfidencefo much as to propofes a 
| but we have in our profpeét, the Expentfe of many Millions b. 
Tra Word, bis Reafonings were proportioned to the Abi- S 
| lities'ofa Company of Privat Per fons s but we {peak of Eredt- | 
| ing a Company, whereof it’s poffible, that His Majelty a 
——- Himfelf will not difdain to be a Member; and by His Roy- Sa 


| al Participation, influence it with a certain Charaer, pe- 
| culiar to the Dignity of fuch a Conftiturion. So that the 
: Odds betwixt our Model, and his 1s Evident, and that we 
| fhall'be able to carry our Bufinefs higher thanever ie 
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(2) 
have raifed’his Imagination. But let thatgo as it wills 
ofthe ifleof Madagafcar a Man may fafely fay, that 
that witha very little careto Fortifie there, we may have 

not only one Place, butmany, and thofe of greater Value, ~ 

than ali that the Hollamders cau pretend to be Mafters of in 

the Indices; take iteither in regard of the Place it felf, 

or the Convenience of Traffique. * farely ic cannot be de- 
nyed to be Incomparably more Commodious and fafe, than 

Batavia inthe Mle fava, where the Hollanders have pitche 

their Principal Refidence. More Commodicus doubtlef 

itis, as being in a Gentle-Climat, and having wirhinir (elf 

whatfoever may honeftly ferve either to the Pleafures, or 

Neceffities oi Humane lifes Whereas on the contrary,there 

is {carce any thing to be gotten about Batavia; but the Gom- 

pany is fain to fetch from.a far off the very Rice, Meat, 

and neceffary Provifions for five and twenty, or thirty 

thoufand Perfons, to their great Trouble and Expenfe. And 

then Madaga/cay is certainly afafer Place; for the Natives 
of Java, area Brutal, Bold, Warlike, and ftubborn Peon. 
ple ¢ by Profeflion Mahometan, and confequently haters 

aad defpifers of Chriftians. The Hollazders have for their 

Neighbour, on the one fide the King of Mataran, a Prince, 

that fhews himfelf now and then at their very Gates, with 

a Hundred thoufand men. On the other fide they have 
the People of Bantam; ( a matter of twelve Leagues from 

Batavia, ) who have often done the fame as the King of Mas 
taran. Whereas the Inhabitants of Madagaj/car, on thecon- 
trary, are ofa meck and quiet Humour, difcovering with- 
al a fingular Inclination to receive the Gofpel 5 fo that 
one is more fecure witha hundred Men in eM adaga/car, 
than with above a thoufand in Fave. But thisis not all 
yet, that the Place is more delightful and fecure, but ic 
lies much. better alfo for Trafhgue: for I cannot but take 
notice of another Inconvenience which the Hollanders {uffer, 
in 
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in having their General Magizin at Batavia; it lies fo far 


up in the Indies, that it makes their Voyages long and dan- 
gerous, anda great part of them to no purpofe. When 
you have brought them within vicw of Madagafcar, they 
have ftill a third part of their way further to Batavia3and 


when they are there, they mult come back again the fame 


way they went, and withthefame Winds that would carry 
them into Europes only to Traffique in the Gulf of Benga- 


la, upon the Coafts of Coromandel, and Malabar, at Ceylon, 


Surat, inthe Perfizn Gulf, and upon the Coafts of Ethioe 


pia 5 and after all this, they muft back again with their 


Merchandize to Batavia, and thereat laftthey make their 
Cargafons for Helland. Sothat the very Situation of the 
Place, gives them the Trouble of pafling the fame way two 
orthree times over, whereas by Planting our principal 
Magazin at Madaga/car, all this doubling would be faved: 
for being there once, let us go which way we will, either 
toward the Red Sea, the Gulf of Bengala, China, ‘Fapan, or 
the moft remote [lands,we are never out of our way 3 bur 
when we fhall have made our Markets, and carried our 


Commodities to eMadagafcar, every hour of our Paflage 


will have brought us fo much nearer home, fo that we fhall 
have nothing toftop us but foul Weather; none of this 


back and forward, this Turningand Crofling to make the 


way tedious, Take thisalong with you too,that when you: 
are once at Madagafcar, youareupon as good a Breathing- 
Place as you would with,with all Convenienctes about you, 
to refrefh your men, and follow your Courfe at Pleafures: 
whereas the Hol/arders, alter they are once under way from: 
Batavia, meet with ro fuch Relief betwixt that and homes: 
(commonly a feven Months Voyage ) for want of which, 
they are fo mifcrably Harraffed with the Journey, that a 
long time it takes them to recover it. And there remains. 
yet another Inconvenience;. (from which we are Exempr) 

thar 
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( 24 
hat is, when they are come ae our Seas, they dare not 
pais the Channel for fear of the Eugii(h with whom they 
are at Variance, uponthe very Point ofthe Indian-.Trade ; 
but away they go onftillto the Northward, and fo abour 
Ireland, and Scotland (a Matter of four or five hundred 
Leagues Compafs ). to fall at laft intotheir own Country 
by the way of the German-Ocean ( which 1s the true rea- 
fon of the Companies allowing an Augmentation of three 
Months Pay, to all the Officers and Sea-men upon this Voy- 
age, above their ordinary Wages; ) fo that they have 
both Extremities of Heat and Cold to encounter in their Re- 
turn. And we are now to prefume, that the Company 
putsupon Accompt all thefe Rubs and Stops in the way, 
which makethe Navigation beth more hazardous and ex- 
penfive, and Rate their Commodities accordingly, This 
is enough faid I fuppofe, to prove the-Situation of _Mada- 
gafear, better than that of Fava, and confequently that the 
Matter in hand is worth ourcare. | 
To inftance now in our own Nation,the Frexchmakeno = 
difficulty at allto adventure. upon the American Ifles, as St, 
Chriftopher, Martinique, Gwadalupe, and others (where there 
are at leaft thirty thoufand Perfons) and yet thefe are Pla- 
c.s, wherethere is noliving without Succour from Abroads 
and if the Exgli/h, and Hollanders with whom they Traffique, 
fhould not fupply them with Bread, Wine and Vi@uals; nay 
and with Slaves too, to order their Grounds, they were not 
able to fubfift two years to an end, without extream Mife- 
ry; which would enforce them at !eaft to quit their Hold, 
From hence it proceeds, that the Bxglifh and Hollanders get 
away all their Sugar, Tobacco and Indigo, with which they 
furnifh us afterward, at a dear Rate; fothat the French are 
they that reap the leaft Benefit of their own Labours. Take 
ing this for granted, what can be clearer, than that we are 
under a Grols, and moft unreaionable Prejudice, in rather 
chufing 
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| (25) aA 
chufing to fend out Colonies into Places, fubjected to fuch ine 
conveniencies, thanto Plant a Large and Fruitful ///and,fit- 
ted with all Advantages, both for Plenty, Pleafure,and Comes 
merce: And all this, becaufe eatonfieny Fiacourt failed in 
the bufinefs; becaufe a matter of a hundred, or fix {core Men 
mifcarried in it. ( even by the fault of the very Company 


-itfelf) Thefe People fhould do well to obferve, that we 
are now upon another manner of Defign, upon an Enter=: 


prize not unworthy ofthat great Prince, who will have the 
(Goodnefs to make Himfelf of the Party. 
I muft expect now to be Queflioned, by what Authority 


‘TV talk at this Rate,and who made mean Undertaker? Truly, 


I fhall not take upon me beyond my Commiffion 5 but 
think it may be very fairly prefumed, that fo accomplifhed 
a Prince as his Chriflian Mayefty, will never refufe to Come 
fort, and Protec his People in an Affair of this Weights or 
ever fall (hort of that AffeGion, which the Kings of England 
have con{tan:ly manifefted toward their Subje@s upon the 
like Occafion. A Man may fay indeed, that his Majefties dai- 
ly Acts are a Security to the Contraty; and be that fhal con- 
fider, that fince the year 1658, the King has ftruck off twen- 
ty Millions a year in Taxes, and fince that, brought down 
the price of Salt: How that in the fcarcity of 1661, ( which 
threatned us with an inevitable Famine ) he did out of his 
proper Coffers provide for the Importation of Prodigious 
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Quantities of Grain, to relieve the Neceffities of his People, | 

and particularly of Paris, where the Number made the Evil G 
the moredangerous. He] fay, that fhal duly Confider, what i 
we have both feen, and tafted of this Kind, will never doubt i 
of his Majefties Propenfion to further the Advancement of a 
this Company to all purpcfes Imaginable, i, 
If there were nothing elfe of lnducement in the thing, it o 
would be fafficient alone to prevail upon bis, Majefty to fee sf 
thatthe Eftablifhment of this Great and Noble Commerce, al 
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( 26 
by opening an boneft and eet A Way of Livelyhood to 
the whole French Nation for the Future, would infenfibly 
wear out, and banifh all thefe Ignoble and hitting waysof 
Living, which in our days have been but toomuchin prae 
Gice and Credit. That this happy Abundance would 
bring us againto a Sincerity in our dealings, and put out 
of Countenance that Trade of Wrangling, which the infa- 


tlable Greedinefs of a Lazy fort of Men has raifed to the 


higheft Degree of Iniquity, That it will be a fure way of 
Employment for thofe that languith for want of Bufiness, 
whofe Induftrey is as good as loft when it isnot exercifed, 
And in Conclufion, that it will be anindubitable Relief to a 
World of Poor 5 who have at prefent po other Choice,chan 
either a fhameful Beggery : or fome Criminal Courfe to 
dcliver themfelves from it. So that fince the Thing in 
Queftion, has no lefsan Influence upon the Intereft and Ho- 
nour of the State, than uponthe Profit of Particular Pere 
fons: We may be confident of his Majefties Royal Favour 
and Affiftance toward the Accomplifhment of fo Glorious, 
and Beneficial a Work. 


O come to the Point then, there muft be firtt a Fond) 
] or Stock, of fix Millions to be laid out upon the Equi- 
page of twelve, or fourteen fair Ships of burden, from eight 
Hundred, to fourteen Hundred Tun, for the Convenience 
of paffing fuch a Number of Pertons into our ifle of 24¢4- 
dagafcar, as may take Pofleffion of it in a handfom Fathion, 
i would here propofe that his Majefty might be humbly 
Eee to put in for a tenth Part, and J perfwade my (elf 
it might be readily obtained, | 
fam further affured, that there are divers Perfons of Emie 
nent Condition in this Kingdom, that would be willing to 
venture Confiderable Sums upon this Bottom, in cafe the 


Merchants, who thall firft Adfociat toward this Conftitution,. 


fhal 


z 
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(27) | 
fhal think itconvenient, And inthiscafe, Ireckon upon three 
Millions, as good as raiteds fo that we are Advanced the One 
Half already. Aod for the Other Moyety, I would recom- 
mend ittoall Merchants, Burgers of Towns, and ia a more 
efpecial Manner to all that love the Honcur of their Country, 
aud defice the Laudable Advancement of their proper For- 
tunes, to bethink themielvesferiouily of the Bufiaefs, and td 
maketheir Zeal as Remarkable tothe prefent Age, as the 
Reward of ic will Render chemin their Generations toPo- 
fterity. 

For their further encouragement,] havegreat reafon to be- 
lieve, that his Majefty,after his engagement for a Tenth inthe 
firft &xpedition, will be prevailed with to furnith more for 
the Second, Third,and Fourth, if it fhal be thought needful. 

His Majefty may be alo fupplicated to remit to this Com- 


- pany,the One Half of his Rights of Entry & Cuftoms,through- 


outall France, for ail Indian Commodities Imported thither. 
In fine, upon a ftrong Prefumption, that the King will 
fhew himfelf in this, asin all other Cafes, the Father of His 
People: {flatter my felf with a ftrange Hope, that His Ma- 
jefty may be per{waded to take upon Himfelf, the Rifque of 


the firft ei, ht or ten Years, which if it comes to pafs,let the 


world Judge by that fignal Engagement, how His Majefty 
ftands Affected to this Affair, and whether the Opinion, 
which I have entertained concerning it, be not fomewhat 
more than the Vifion of a Man, that dreams waking. 

As for Privat Perfons, they thal have Liberty to Intereft 
themfelves in the Company for what Sum they pleate, till rhe 
Stock (hal be Compleat; after which no more (hal be Ad- 
mitted: And for the {peedier % aifing of the Sui, His Mae 
jefty fhal be deftred, that Strangers (asto that Particular ) 
may have the tame Freedom with French men themfelves s 
by vertue whereof they fhal ftand Naturalized, without 
need of any other Grace; Provided that their Engagement 

E 2 — -€xceed 
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exceed the Sum of ten Thoufand Livres, inconfideration of 
which Intereft, their Kindred, although Strangers, fhal be 
qualified to inherit their Eftates. And for further Security, 
His Mejelty muft be defired to Grant, that in cafe of any 
Rupture betwixt this Crown and the States, whereof fach 
Strangers (hal be Subjects, their Goods fhal not thereupon be 
Seized or Confi(cated, in Confequence of the War. 

This Company (hal chen have its Dire@ors3. and to take 
away all Jealoufie from the Negotiants, of being One op- 
prefled by Another, thefe Dire@ors thal be chofen out of 
the Body of the Merchants only, and the whole Stock put 
into the Hands of One Perfon to be named on their Part. 


‘And for the g*eater Encouragement of Strangers, and in Te. 


ftimony of the Truft, that (hal be repofed in them, they fhal 
be declared Capable of being Heads and Diredors of the Com- 
pany; provided, that they bring in an [ntereft Correfpondent 
thereunto, and fettle in France with their Families. 

The King muf be {upplicated again to permit, that the 
Caufes of the Company may inthe Firft Place be brought 
before the next Confulary Juftice, and by Appeal to the Par- 
liament. 

in fine, every man {hal be free to Offer his Advice for the 
Good of the Company: or, for the Security of any of the 
Perfons therein concerned: and his Opinion thal be receive 
ed with Refpe®, and followed fo far as {hal be found Expe- 
dient. [have now delivered my Thoughts.upon this Sube 
je, which have not been hitherto unacceptable, where ever 
1 have imparted them. | | 

But Fear and Diffraf? ( thofe two Ignoble Paflions, and 
the Enemies of all great Undertakings, ) will perbaps have 
the Power to work upon fome eafie Natures, by their ill 
grounded and miftaken Reafons 3 which (fuch as they are) 
we fhal frankly lay open, tor the fervice ofthofe who other- 
wife might po flibly fuffer themfclves to be furprized. oe 
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| The Firft Objeaion is fs from the Ordinary Uncer- 
tainty of Events, which isthe great Common Place of fuch 
as want Refolution, who will tell you, that 4 Man can have 
no Affurance, that this new Navigation, will ever come to what 
we Imagine; That Our Neighbours being already in Poffelfion of 
the Indian Commerce, where they are powerfully Settled, and p= 
Rooted in Familiarities with tbe Natives, with whom they Trade, 
it will be a bard matterto bring them over tous: And that in 
fine, being before-handed, and having great cMagazins, and 
Stores, they will appoint their Factors perchance to beat down the 
émMarket, and under-fell uss So that we (hal be quickly reduced 
either to throw off all, or Trade to Lofi. All this is eafily 
Anfwered, and we willdoic in Order. 
Astothe firft ObjeGtion, I reckon that it can never ens 
ter into the thought of amanof Courage. Have our Neigh- 
bours profpered in this Navigation, even beyond their 
Hopes, and is it a reafonable Queftion to ask, wnether we 
| {hall facceed or no? It is without difpute, a Point of falie 
Prudence to doubt it, How feldom is this fame froward 
Wifdom inthe Right, which requires more certainty than 
the thing will bear, that would have the Future tn hand, 
| and cannot content it felf with a well-grounded Probabilt- 
ty > This wasit that made fo many of the Chriftian Princes 
to reje& the Propofition of the Famous Columbus, of which 
 notwithftanding, they faw afterwards the Effccts to their 
ss Amazement ( the firft'tthat boggled at the Defign being 
| the Genvefes ) he difcourfed the Bufinefs to the King of 
| Portugal, but he had as good have faid norhing: and toas 
| little purpofe was the Proje@ broken ro the King of England, 

and to the Freach King toot (as fome fay ) and the Fa- 

yourable Audience that he had o! Ferdinand, and Label, 

would have fignified juft as much as rhe reit, ifa privat 
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man had notborn the Charge ot bis firft Expedition, by _ | 
the Advance of fixteen thoufand Gold Dacass, that were i 
employed. 4 
4 
i 
RS SO SS a | | NGS SGT (ASS AY AST | AAT ES (SS "oe 


. rs r 6 PAI. 2 Yi: \ 0) 2V = OV2b: \: y: \): ‘\ > \) 7 ve ) = {\2 ) is \) . FAN + ) : \ ; H > / } “AS ij ae yn / pew 


Tae ¥, 


1.680) 

employedupon it. The King of Spain has the fame Obli- 
gation alfo, for the Difcovery of Per#to three privat Per- 
fons that joyned inthe Defign, which paffed a while for 
an Extravagant Folly, tillthe Event made it appear to be 
an Act of Profound Wifdom. In the mean t'me, the 
Diference we here fpeak of, was not without fome plau- 
fible Appearance of Reafon3 the thing being as then in 
doubt; but with us ‘tis another Cafe, The Gain ts certain, 
and the good Fortune which others have had there alrea= 
dy, tells us what we our felves are now to expedt. /n one 
word, if our Defign mifcarry, ‘cis cur own Fault, and we 
cannot fay, that the Execution of it isnot in our own 
hands, without offence to Truth and Honour at once, 

As to the fecond Objection, which concerns the Vent 
of our Merchandize, the Conceit is idle, For firft, the 
Company may be fure of France; becaufe ( as we have 
proved already ) they may afford their Commodities at 
ten or twelve in the Hundred, better Cheap than the “ol. 
landers, ( which rifes to more than a man would imagine, 
till he comes to Compute, that Fraxce alone confumes at 
Jeaft athird Part of what 1s brought out of Jndia.) But. 
befides, it will not enter into my underftanding, why 
Strangers fhould not as foon buy of its, as of our Neigh- 
bours 3 efpecially, when their Intereft leadsthemto its 
France being placed inthe very heart of Purope, and Accef- 
fible on every fide. I fhall fay more, which is, that fince 
Strangers are already under an Obligation with us, for 
four principal Commodities, which we have in Excellence, 
( and which an Italéan of great Authority, call the four 
Load-ftones, that draw other Nations to us ) thatis to fay, 
Corn, Wine, Salt and He»p 5 there is no doubt, but they 
that Traffique with us forthefe things, would be very well 
content to take off our Imdian Merchaneize, as far as they 
have Occafion for it allunder one 3 which would be vee 
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ry much for the Merchants eafe, to furnifh himfelf with 
whatfoever he can defire, at one and the fame Markets {fo 
that it is rational tobelieve, notonly that our Indian Mere 


chandi ze will not beleft upon our hands, but that we fhall 


have a quicker Sale for it, than other peoples and by this 
means recover the great Trafhque which Framce had ofold, 
before the Portuguez found out the Navigation of the Ea/t- 
Indies: for in thofe days, all the Perfian and Indian Mere 
chandife, was brought by Land into Egypt, from thence by 
Seato Marjeilles, and there diftributed. In confequence 
hereof, it is not unlikely, that our Neighbours whofe beft 
Card is their Commerfe,will try all the ways inthe World 
to Crofs use Andthisis the Foundation of the third Ob- 
jection. 


In truth it may very well be, and that they will not ftick 


even to pick their own Pockets, rather than we we fhall fill 
ours, and fhew us a thoufand Tricks to make us fick of our 
Bufinefs. it is poffible, that for a whilethey will be cone 
tent to fet their Merchandize at an under Rate, to loofe a 
little at prefent, to get the more hereafter, and trifle away 
a Million or twoupon the Experiment. But how long will 
this Frolick hold ? Orcan any man imagine, thattodo us 


a Mifchief,they will refolve abfolutely to Ruine themfelves > 


After all, the Confideration how far they would expofe 
themfelves upon this Defign, to divert and difcourage us 
ferves only toconfirm me in my firft Opinion of it. They 
are not a People todo great things tono purpofe,nor would 


they throw away fo much Treafure now, but in order ta 


theConfervation of their future Intereft. Again, they 
would not ftickle fo hard for a {ma!lMatter, and the very 
Induftiy they ufe to hinder our Commerce, proves the Bee 


nefitcoufiderable ifwe carry its fo that this Objection is 


fo tar from moving usto relinquifh our Enterprize, that on 


the other fide, it raifes both our Hopes and Relolutions to 
hed 
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go through with i) > To fay all in a-word, if fo. great a 
Bleffing does attend us, as His Majefties Confenr, that all 
the Lols which (hall betalthe Company, forthe firft eight 


or ten Years, may be made. good upon the Stock which 


His Majefty fhall vouchlafe to venture in the Defigne 
What have we then to fear? Canit be, thata Party of pri- 


vat Merctiants (for fuch are our Neighbours Companies ) 
fhall have the powerto fink a Defign, which one of the 


Greateft Princes of the World, hasa mind to fupport? A 


Prince, whoby the admirable order of his Conduct, the 


jak Adminif&ration of his Revenue, and by his fatherly 
Goodnels coward his People, bas put himfelf into a Condi. 


tion, to unde:take without fear, whatfoever may be put 


in Execution with Honour and Juftice. No, no, our. 


Neighbours are too wile to make fo dangerous an Experie 
ment! Letus fay rather, that they fhall fee us take part of 


their Commerce, either with Pleafure as their principal Al- 


lies, or however without having ic in their power to 


harmus, | - 
The fecond Scruple objeGed by fome particulars, arifes 


from the Confideration of certain unhappy Effects of our 
paft Troubles. The prodigious Expenfes which the King_ 
wasat, while be wasforced to maintaina War in all the 


parts of Europe; ( which has now brought us however to 
the moft glorious Conftirution that the State of France ever 
enjoyed ) thofe t xpenfes I fay, having obliged His Ma- 
jetty to call for Supplics of Money, now and then from 
his People,have left in them certain dark Imaginations and 
Jealoufies, that the Stock of the Company being a pube 
lick. Treafure, upon the Kings next occafian, His Majetty 
might perchance Seize it as His own 5 fotbat it would be a 
madnefs for privat Perforsto venture their Fortunes tn a 
Bottom,which the King may make himfelf Mafter ofat Plea- 
fare. But thefe are weak Heads God knows, and that they 


fay, 
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tons. 


ward thofe Bleflings which Heaven hath fhowered upon 
64 R 


| ( 3 
fay, is certainly unworthy, Path of the Profperity of our 
Affairs, and the Magnamity of our Prince. 

The King they fay, may perchance lay handupon the 
Companies Stock, becaufe ‘tis Publick Money, But I fay 
that the King will never do it: for that very Reafon, His 
Majefty has heretofore had great Wars upon his Hands, his 
Treafury Drained, and his Finances Mif-managed, to the 
great disefatisfaction of his People; but in the middle of 
this preffing Neceflity, can any man fay, that the King ever 
fingered any of the Publick Money : was His Majetiy ever 
known to Order the Receiver of Confignations to empty 
his Coffers in the hands of His Treafurers ? Never had ae 
ny Creature fuch a thought. For the Publick Treafure ts 
a kind of Sacred Truft, and it were a fort of Sacriledge 
to abufe it. Why fhould any mnf {pect the King capable 
of fo prophane a Violence ? And that he fhould take that 
now too, when his Coffers are full, which in his greaceft 
Wants, he ever made a Confcience to meddle with? But 
it will be faid again, that the World is uncertain, and all 
that is in it, and that the greateft Felicity imaginable can- 
not warrant it felf from Misfortune. This is true, and [ 
think no man will difpute the Humour and Caprice of For- 
tune; but let us judge of things by probability ( if not, by 
{omewhat more fubftantial. .) We fee, that moft of our 
Neighbours bave their hands full at home 5 others are weak, 
and thofe whom we have found formerly moft to be fear- 
ed, are now wellenough fatisfied tobe at peace with us. 
Let us confider on the other hand,the Power of our Prince, 
and the unmoveable Foundations of that Power. [a his 
Menage of Affairs of State, His Majefty is Affiduous and 


indefatigable. As to the Ordering of his Finances,he looks 


after it himfeIf, and underftands the whole Bufinefs of his 
Revenue no man better. If we turn our thoughts now to- 
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his Royal perfon, that lence of Wit, folidity of Judge. 
ment, vigourof Body, Health, Youth; We have rea- 
fon to believe, ( if we may believe any thing in this World) 
that our good Fortune will be long-lived, and that God 
will reward his Royal Piety, and Juftice, witha Reign as 
lafting as happy, and not to refufe His Chriftian Majelty,, 
a Grace which Heaven has fometime beftowed even upon 
Pagan Princes, and Conferred upon the Reign of Auguftus: 
Away then with this lewd Diftru(t, that Embitrers all our 
Delights, and troubles our Heads with the Apprehenfion of 
Evils, which are never likely toconcern us. Let it never 
be imagiued, that a Prince {o Generous and Juft, after the 
folema Eftablitament of a Company, under the Seal of his 
Authority, can ever have the thought to invade the Bitates 
of privat Perfons, putting themfelves under his Protecion, 
and by fo foul a Violence to blaft the Glory of his Unfpot- 
ted Reputation. tna word, let not any man thiok that 
His. Majetties four (hing Condition, can ever be reduced 
to ftand in need of fo hateful an Expedient, and after that,_ 
fo Unprofitable. For in fixe, (to leave this Opinion noe 
thing to fay for itfelf ) I dare affirm, thatif the King both 
wanted Money, and had a mind tofeize it, the Eftate of 
the Company would beyet fecure. For let us look into 
Holland, and we {fhall- find wherein the Wealth of thefe 
Companies confiftss ‘tistrue, they have a world of Mere 
chandize difpofed of up and down in their wAtagazines,both 
in India and Burope, they have their Shipping, their Ca- 
non, and their neceflary Eguipages; but for Money, alas, 
"cis the leaft part of the Richess and indeed their Cath, 
compared with the reft, is {carce confiderable. Now | pray 
you tell me, were it not a pleafant Projet for a King of 
France that had need of Money, to make Seizure of all 
thefe Commodities, and that at three or four hundred 
Leagues diitance for the great parte Put cafe that he were 


to 
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to raife an Army to prevent ie Invafion, and wanted Mo- 
ney upon that pinch, or to pay off ome mutinous Troups 5 
were it not a ready way think ye, to fend a Matter ofa 
hundred or fix(core Wagons, to the Houle of the Lrdian 
Company for fo many Load of Cinnamon, and Nutmegs ¢ 
Do Princes ufe to pay their Souldiers with Baggs of Pep- 
per and Cloves ?, No / no, in fuch Gafes this will never do 
their BufinefS. Ina State of War there muft be Money in 
kind, and notthat which makes Money ina time of Peace. 
Wherefore fince the Eftates of this Company willnotly in 
‘Gath. which is the only thing,that Princes at fome times may 
have occafion for, it is manifett that this Apprehenfion of 
the Authority-Royal is nothing elfe, but a Chimera fet up 
to oppofe the growing Profperity of this Nation. 
| There is another fort of People yet more unreafonables 
but we fhall anfwer them with the reft, and they‘l tell 


. ye, ¢ taking every thing at worft ) that we are not fure 2 
to be always at peace with our Netghbours, and if there 5 
fhould happena War, how much the Companies Shipping ‘tl 
would be expofed to the Enemy, for they make a great Boe. 
Queftion, whether the State of France would ever cone  s 
cern themfelves fo far inthe Quarre}, as their Neighbours a 
doupon the like occafion: tor fay they, Trafiique being fl 
the Chief, and almoft the only Support of our Neighbours, ae 
| it is their Intereft tomaintain their Commerce with their oe 
: Lives and Fortunes: whereas Framce that lives upon it f> ee 
| felf, and has within it felffo fure a Bottom of Strength and | 
Subfiftence, will not think it felf much the Poorer fer the ae. 
| Lofs of a Merchants Fleet; fo that the Kings Bufineis wall : ie 
| be to fecure his Frontiers, andlock to his Gartions, with- — 
out charging himfelf wish Armado's to Protect usin our | a 
Trade, Surethefe people donot heed what they fay, y 
forthey confute themfelves with their own Objections. y : 
Do they confef, that our Neighbours in a Country not | = 
| F 2 | fo | 
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fo good as Frawce, ave yet kept up their Trading a- 
gainft all Oppofers ; and do they now Queftion, whe- 
ther His Majefty will uphold us in ours? What colour 
have they fora Perfwafion, that the {tronger fhould not do 
thatnow, which they themfelves acknowledge to have been 
done already by the Weaker? Not that they make any doubt 
of the Kings Power, they’l tell ye 5 but perhaps there will not 
be fo much Care taken as might be, They are Ignorant then 
it feems, or would be thought fo, of what his Majefty does 
every day. Ido not fpeak of his Univerfal Vigilance over 
all his Dominionss but of the fpecial care he takes for the 
ProteCting of his Peopleina Forreign Trade. They do not 
know ! perceive, that it cofts the King at Jeaft four Millie 
ons a year, to entertaina Liberty of Ordinary Commerce, 
both in the Baft and Weffern Oceams And that it isupon this 
Accomprt, that his Majefty is now at the Charge of a Navy 
Royal, to fupprefs the Corfares.o! Algiers: That 1t isy for this 
very End, that he Entertains another Squadron, to defend 
our Merchants from the Pirates of Galliciz, They are ftran- 
gers doubtlefs to all thefe things, without which, it werenot 
poffible they fhould fall foul upon fo grofsa Miftake. Is it 
not known, that his Majefty does all this, for the fupport of 
avery Ordinary Trafhque, and can any man Imagine, that 
he will do lefS for the Maintenance of fo much a Greater, 
and more Honourable Commerce ? Noman can perfwade 
himfelf, that the King would refufe the fame Countenance 
and Affiftance to the Intereft of a Company, wherein the 
whole State is Concerned, which at this very day his Ma- 
jefty is pleafed to allow i Favour of Particular Merchants. 
We have feen in times of War, what Pains has.been taken 
for the Providing of ourFrontierss and a Battel fought fome 
times, only to hinder the taking of a {mal Town, or to fe- 
curea Pafsupona River. Much more then will his Majes 
(ty provide for the fafety ofa Fleet, that hasthe Prayers and — 
| ~ Withes 
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Withes ofall France engaged in the Venture. Ina Wordg 
if Interef and Honour be the moft Powerful Motives of Hue 
man Refolutions; and the two ¥oles upon which are turn- 
ed the Affairs of Princes, as well as of Privat Perfons, there 
can be no Queftion, but the King will Employ his Power 
upon all occafions to preferve the Company from danger. 
For, that it is his Majefties Intereft fo to do, is clear; not 
only in regard of his Partin the Stock of the Company 3 bur 
by reafon of the infinite Number of Merchandizes,and Mer- 
chants that this Traffique will draw into the Kingdom, to 
the great Advantage of the Revenue of his Majefties Farms, 
and Cuftoms. So that a man may rationally compute, that 
The Profit of this Commerce, when it [bal be once Eftablifhed, 
will be better to the King, than ihe two beft Provinces in his 
Kingdom. Nor is it lefs manifeft that His Majelty is Enga- 
ged in Honour, than in Intereit, fince without Difpute, tt 
ig. a point of Honour fora Prince not to fuffer his People,to 
be Cruht in a Defign undertaken by his Allowance, and Au- 
thority. So thattoask, ifthe King will vigoroufly main- 
tain us both in Peace, and War, having fo many Confidera- 
tions toengage him to it, would be but a kind of fenfelefs, 
and unmannerly Queftione If Neceffity, which many times 
forces great Actions from mean Perfons, has been able to 
produce thofe fair Refolutions, which we admire in our 
Neighbours: How much more fhal the true Love of Glory 
and Juftice operate upon the Souls of Princes. - The firtt 
are carried on bya kind of Violence; The other govern 
their AGions by Choice and Reafon, Thofe at the belt, are 
but wife enough to avoid Milchiefs; but thefe are the Or- 
dinary Inftruments of our greateft Good. Let us trouble 
our felvesno further than about our Fleets, fincethey are 


under the Gare of One of the belt Princes of the Univerfes. 


and that miraculous Power, which fubjedts all other Powers 
“to it felf, and attends him where ever he goes, fhal influe 
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ence our new Navigators, and prote& them both againft 
Enemies, and Storms. Neither let ir be thought, that the 
Conqueft which we fhal make in his Name, will be lefs his 
Majefties Care, than his other, Potlefiions: or that he will 
ever endure to have his Lillies torn up, where ever they 
{hal have taken Root. There is acertain invifible Chain that 
Links together the feveral Parts of the World, though never 
fo remote,when they belong to the fame Matter : So that ‘tis 
not poffible to fhake the One, without Violence to the Os 
ther. It is chen upon the Refolution and Power of bis Ma- 
jefty, that we may contiderily Repofe tor the Iffue of this 
Enterprize,which begining upona rime,when thisGreatMo- 
narch is in effect the Arbitrator of all Earopes whenall Prin- 
ces make it their Bufinefs to preferve his Priendthip, and 
avoid his difpleafure. What Quefticn Is to be made, but 
that the Reputation of his Greatnefs will carry gaod Fortune 
and Succefs to our Colonies ¢ 

Join your felves then my Mafters, Join your felves my 
Generous Countrey-men in the purfuit of a Glorious Diico- 
very, which has cnly been kept from you thus long, by our 
paft Diforders. A Difcovery that fhal lead you to Advantz- 
gesnot to be numbred, and which fhal yet grow in the Hands 
of our Pofterity. A Difcovery in fine, that fhal carry the 
Fame and Terrour of your Arms into thofe Quarters of the 
World, where the French Nation itfelf was never heard of. 
No more therefore of thefe reproachful Jealoufies, which 
are fo unworthy of your ordinary Courage and Vertue: but 
go on boldly under the Banner of the Invincible LEWIS; 
and be aflured, that as the Awe and Reverence, which his 
Glorious Name Imprints upon other Nations, leaves you 
nothing to fear from Strangers: So from Himfelf, you are 
certain to receive all the Comforts of bis Goodnefs, Munifis 
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Articles, and Conditions; | 

W berenzon the Trading Merchants of shis 

; Kingdom do moft bumbly befeech bis Ma- 
jey to grant them bis Declaration, and 
she Graces therein contained, for the B- 
ftablifhment of 2 Company for the 
Commerce of the Eaft Indices. 


PARIS. 1664. 


chad 
DEAS r{t, that his Majefties SubjeQ@s of what Quality or 
3 2. Condition foever {hal be Taken into the Come 
pany, for what Sums they pleaie, without Lofs 
Rea either of Nobility, or Priviledge, his Majelty 
granting themin that Particular, bis Royal Difpenfations 
Provided, that under a Thoufand Livers no Share fhal be 
admitted; nor any Augmentations under Five Hundred 5 
for the Eafe of Accompts, Divifions, and Sales of Actions: A 
Third Part whereof thal be paid down prefently, and goto 
the Furnithing of the Firft Expeditions and the Two other 
Thirds wi:hin Two Years after, by equal Portions, under 
pain of lofing what is already Advanced, to any man that 


(hal fail of paying in his full proportion within the faid times 


the Money fo forfeited, remaining to the Benefit, and Stock 


of the Company, 


Allowed, " I x ie 
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| | 
“That: all Strangers .( be. they the Subjets of what Prince 
or State foever) (hal have free admittance into the faid Come 
pany; and fach of them as fhal have ten Thoufand Livers 
‘in the Stock, fhal be reputed as Natives without any further 
need of Naturalizing 5 by which means their Kindred tho’ 
Strangers too, fhal have a Right of Inheritance to what Ee 


{tates they {hal be poffeffed of in this Kingdom. “ 
Allowed. Only putting in Twenty Thoufand Livers in ftead of Ten» 


That no Part or Portion belonging to any Particulars in 
the faid Company of what Nation foever , fhal be either 
Seized by the King, or Confi(cated to his Profits even al- 
though they be the Subje&s of fome Prince or State in open 
Hoftility againft his Majelty- | 

Allowed. Iv 


That the Dire@ors of the faid Company fhall not be mo- 
lefted, either in their Perfons or Eftates, for, or concern- 
‘ing the Affairs of the faid Company: nor {hall the Eftate 
of the faid Company be lyable either to be made over, Or 
or Seized, upon the Accompt of any Debt due to His Ma- 
jefty, or Arre(ted by any other perfon from any of the 


-particular Members thereof. 
Allowed. 


V. 

That fach Officers as fhall have 20c00 Livres in the faid 
Company, fhall be difpenfed their Refidence : to which 
otherwile, they are obliged by His Majefties Declaration 
of December laft, at the Treafury-Offices, and other places 
of their Eftablifhment: enjoyingall their Rights, Allowan- 


-cesand Fees, asif they were prefent. 
Allowed. Putting 8000 Livres in the Firft Place, and 20900 inthe Second, 


% | Vi. That 


(41) 
) Vi. 

That all fuch asfhall have tothe fum of 6000 Livres 
in the faid Company, {hall enjoy the Priviledge of Burgers 
inthe Towns where they live 5 unle(s Paris, Bordeanx,and 
Bayonne: in which Places they fhall not acquire Freedom, 
unlefs they have the [ntereft ofat lealt Tex Thoufand Livres 
In the faid Company. | : 

Allowed Putting 8000 Livres in the Fit Place and 20000 inthe Secend, 

Boe) VIL é 

That all fach as fhall be willing to enter into the. faid 
Company, (halibe obliged to declare themfelves within Six 
Moneths to Commence from the Reading, and Regiftring 


ofthe Declaration inthe Parliament of Paris: after which 
‘time no more fhall be admitted. And They that hal! 


have furnifhed themielves accordingly, fhall have liberty 
within Three Months after the Regiffring of the faid De- 
claratien to Nominate and Ejfiablifh one Moyety of the Di- 
rectors of Paris for the Chamber General of the faid Company 
andthe Reft fhall be named within the aforefaid Term of Six 
Months. | | 

Allowed upon Condition that all thofe thathave a mind to engage inthe faid 
Company {hall declare themfelves, and fubfcribe at the firft Aflembly 5 and at the 


fame time chufe 12 Sindicks to take care of what is tobe donein order tothe 
fettlement of the Company till the Diredfors fhall be nominated. , 


| | VIII. } : 

That there fhall be eftablifheda Chamber of Diredfie 
on»General of the Affairs ofthe faid Company in the Town 
of Paris only, to confilt of Oxe and twenty DireGors, and 
nomore - Twelve whereof to be of Paris, and the other 


Nine, ofthe Provinces 3 to be named and Chofen: That. 


is, the Twelve by the perfons concerned inthe Town of 
Paris, and the other Nine by the intereffed Perfons inthe 
{aid Provinces, every one inhis Divifion 5 for every Town 
or Province fhall have aRight of Nomination, which thall 
} G be 
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Sat (42) . 
be ordered by the Chamber of Dire‘tion. General after the 
{ettlement of it, in Proportion to the Stock that every 
Town hall have brought into the faid Company, or other- 
wife, as fall be thought convenient , and for the future, 
the Ele@ions fhall be always made after this matter. 
Allowed. 


a TX. | 

In the mean while, till the faid Company fhall be Efta- 
blifhed as aforefaid, for the firft time, the faid Nine Di- 
rectors for the Provinces fhall be chofen, and named by the 
Intereffed Parties in the faid Towns and Provinces Refpe- 
Gively; ( but provided, that itmay not be drawn into 
Confequence forthe time tocome ) Thatis to fay, One 
from each ofthe Towns of Rouen, Nantes, St. Malo, 
Rochelle, Bordeanx, Marfeilles, Tours, Lyons, and Dunker- 
gue, or fach other Towns of the Kingdom, as fhall have the 
moft Gonfiderable Intereft' in the Company. And in cafe,. 
that any ofthe {aid Towns fhall be found without fome Ine 
tereffed perfon in it, there fhall be Two named out of fuck 
other Town, as fhall bechofen by the Six Direéfors named 
for Parise Andit fhall be lawful forthe Parties Interefled 
in each ofthe faid. Townsrefpe@ively, to name their Cai/- 
fier for the receiving of their Moneys,. and remitting them: 
tothe Caffierof the Town of Paris: who fhall beynamed 
for the fir(t time by the fix DireGtors of ‘Paris, and fo to: 
continue till the Chambers General thall be eftablifhed. 


Allowed. 
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x. | 
That none {hall be capable of being Direftors, but 
Merchants trading, and without Offices, except fuch of 
the Kings Secretaries as have dealt formerly in Commerces: 
Only it thal! be lawful to admit two Burgers into the Num. 
berotthe Dire@or,.althongh they.have never meres 
Witd | 


or (ort oe. (be. (ae (96. (ae ldo fig fla) cell co doaaa 


Gee) | 

with Traffique: Provided, that they be Perfons that have no 
Offices, and that no more be taken into the faid Chamber 
upon any Ground whatloever; the Company being perpe- 


tually to confift at the leaft of Three Fourths of Negotiating 


Merchants, and without Offices: Neither fhal any man have 


a Vote in the EleGion of the DireCtors, unlefs he has at leaft 


Ten Thoufand Livres in the Company; Nor bechofen a 
Director for Paris without Twenty Thoufand Livresat leatts 
nor for the Provinces under Ten Thoufand Livress all in the 
Intere(t of the faid Company. 7 

Allowed, ar 


That it hal be lawful for the Chamber of DireCtion Ge- 
neral, toconfiture Chambers of Particular Dire@tion, in 
fuch Numbers and Places asthey fhal find moft agreeable to 
the Intereft and Benefit of the faid Company; and likewile 


“to Regulate the Number of the Directors of the faid Particu- 


lar Chambers, 
Allowed. 
os X If. 
That all the Accompts of the Chambers of Diretion pare 


‘ticular of the Provinces, fhal be fent from fix Months , to fix 


Months, to the Chamber of Dire€tion General at Parés3 
where the Accompt: Books thal be View’d, Examined, and 
Stated, and the Profits afterward divided by the faid Cham- 
ber of Dire@ion General, as they fhal think meet, 


Allowea. 
XIE . : 

That the faid Chambers of Dire€tion General, and Parti- 
cular, fhal name fuch Officers as fhal be found neceffary for 
keeping the Cafh, Books, and Papers of Accompts, for Buy- 
ing and Selling; for taking Care of all Provifions, and Equie 


pages paying of Wages, and other ordinary Expenfes eve- 


ry man in his proper place. 
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XIV. 

-That the Fic Dire@ors thal continue tn Bawa for the 
firtt Seven Years, after which time there fhal be Fwo 
Changed every Year at Paris, and One in the O:her Chame- 
bers 3 and the Firft, Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Chan- 
ges of thofe that go out, thal be made by Lots And in Cafe 
of Death of any of the Directors, within the firit Seven 
Years, the other DireCtors fhal have power to fill that Vae: 
cancy with a New Choices and it fhal be permitted to Chufe 
the fame Director again, after fix years Refpite from the Exe- 
cution of his Office: Nor fhal it be lawful (or Father and Son, 
or Sonin Law3 nor for Brothers, and Brothers in Law 
to be Directors at the fame times and his Majefty {hal be 
further {upplicated to'confer upon the faid Directors certain 
Titles of Honour, and Priviledges, that may defcend to their. 
Pofierity, O 

Allowed. 


XV. 


That the DireCtors of the (aid Chambers General and Par.. 
ticular, thal Refide by Turns, each Man his Month, to Begin 
with the Ancienteft, in each of them feverall y 


Allowed. 
XVI. 

That the faid Chamber of General Dire@ion fhal be Em- 
powred to make Statutes, and’ Rules for the Benefit, and 
Advantage of the faid Company, which in Cafe of need fhal 
be moft hambly prefentedto his Mrjefty, for the obtaining | 
of his Royal Confirmation. 


Allowed. 
XVII. 


That the faid @hamber fhal make a General ‘Accbaipt es 
very fix Years, of the Eftate of the faid Company, and no 
naan thal be faffered to withdraw himfelf, unlefs by the Sale 

s 0 ‘of | 
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’ 5 , | 
of his A@tion to fome one or other of the faid Company,who 
fhal alwaysuphold and maintainthe fame Right, fo that the 
Stock be not diminifhed.. | 


-« Allowed. 

| , XVII | | 

That his Majefty will grantto the faid Company (tothe 

-  Exclufion of all other his Subjeéts) the Sole Power of Traf- 
fique and Navigation, from the Cape of good Hope, through 
out all India, and the Eaftern Seas: Nay even from the 
Streight of Magellan, and the Maire throughout the Sontbern 
‘Seas, for the Term of Fifty Years, to begin from the fetting 
out of the Firft Shipping from this Kingdoms: during which 
time his Majefty thal be defired exprefly to inhibite all o- 
ther Perfons from entring upon the faid Voyage, and Come 
merce; under pain of Forteiting all their Veffels, Arms, Mu- 
nitions, and Merchandife, to be applyed to the Profit of 
the faid Company. To which Company his Majefty fhal 
grant Licenfe to fend Gold and Silver, as muchas fhal) be 
thought needful, both into the Ifle of Madagafcar, and the 

past. Indies, and other Places of the faid Commerce,all Laws . 


| and Ordinances to che Contrary notwithftanding, 
| Allowed for Fifty Years. The Exporting of Gold and Silver being a 
| Thing never publickly permitted inany State, and yet at prefent acknowledged 
to be neceffary. It fhal be allowed, by a particular Permiffion, to remain in the 
Hands of the Diredfors of the faid Company. 

| X 


That his Majefty fhal be likewife Requefted to grant 
| unto the {aid Company, the Propriety, and Lordfhip of all 
| thofe Lands, Places and ifles, which they fhal either gain 
| from the Enemies of his Majefty, or otherwife make them- 
elves Mafters of, whether as Abandoned, uninhabited, ox 


the pofleffion of Barbarians, 
Allowed. 


i That his Majefty thal comprehend in the faid Conceffion 
the Propriety of the [fle of Madagascar, or St. Banrence, 
with the Neighbouring Iflandss Forts, Habitations and Coe, 
2 -Jonies. 
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46 
lonies belonging unto any of his Subje&tss Concerning which 
his Majefty thal be moft humbly defired to permit the Com- 
pany toa fair Treaty, with thofe who may have formerly 
obtained the Grant thereof from his Majefty 5 or ifnot, that 
Comiffioners may be appointed for the Examination of the 
Intereft of all Partiestherein concerned, for the Indemnifis 
cation of the Proprietors, that the Company may quietly 


enjoy the fame. — 
Allowed. 


: X XI. | | 

That the Propriety of the faid Ifles and things belonging 

tothe faid Company, may remain unto them after the Ex- 

piration of the Grant, to difpofe of according to their own 
pleafure, and as their proper Inheritance. — 


Allowed. 
| XXII, | 

That his Majefty fhall vouchfafe, to give and grant to 
the faid Company, over and above the Jurifdicions ane 
nexed to the Seignory and Propriety heretofore granted, 
for the faid Ifle of Madagafcar, and others round about it, 
full Power and Authority, to Eftablith Judges for the Exe 
ercife of Soveraign Juftice, throughout the whole Extent 
of the faid Countries, and {uch other as they fhall {ubjed 
to the Obedience of his Majefty, even over the French 
themfelves who fhall there inhabite 5 provided always,that 
thefaid Company fhall name to his Majefty the perfons 
whom they fhall choofe, for the Exercife of the {aid Sove- 
raiga Juftice, who fhall {wear Allegiance to his Majefty 5 
and Execute Juftice,and Iffue out ali their Orders and Des 
crees in his Majefties Name To whichefled, his Majefty 
( if he pleafes) thall [mpower and Author.ze them by Pas 
tent, or Commiffion under his Great Seal, 


Allowed. Even to all Priviledges of Juftice and Admiralty, in Matters concern 
ing Sea Affairs, throughout the whole extent of the faid Countries. 


XXilq. 


_ ~ That for the Execution of Decrees, and for all A@s where 
E : his 
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sta C47) 
his Majefties Seal fhall beneceffary, there fhall be one E- 
ftablifhed, and put intothe hands of him, that fhall pre- 
fide over the faid Soveraign Juftice, 


Allowed- 
DOXTV i | 
That the Officersconftituted for the faid Soveraign Ju- 
ftice,thall be Authorized to Conftitute likewife fuch anum= 
ber of Subordinate Officers,and in fuch places as they fhal ! 
think meet, tobe by them fupplyed with Commiffions un- 
der the Name and Seal of his Majefty. 


Allowed. 

XXV, 

That for Military Command, the faid Company {hall 
name to his Majefty a Governour-General of the Country, 
and offuch other Countries as (hall be fubdned ; whom 
| his Majefty thall be humbly defired to Authorize witb a 
Commiflion,and to receive his Oath of Fidelity.and in cafe 
that the faid Company (hall not be well fatisfied with his 
Condu@, that they may be at Liberty to namefome other 
to be likewiie Impowered by his Majefty,. 


Allowed. 
; XXXVI. 
That his Majefty will be pleafed to grant to the faid Come 
pany, the Power and Authority of fettling Garrifons in alk 
the places before mentioned, and in fuch other as fhall be ! 
Conquered or Built, confifting of what numbers the Com- 
pany thall chink neceflary sand therein to put Arms, Ca- 
non and Ammunition; andto caft Guns and other Arms 
| in what place foever,, and in what Quantity foever 
| they fhall think needful; with his Majefties Arms imprinte 
| ed upon them, and underneath them the Arms of the faid 
| Company ; which fhill be Autherized to provide for the 
Safety of the {aid places, as by them {hall be thought Ex- 
pedient.. The Officers and Commanders of the faid places, 
| Sasi som to 
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{ 48 
to be totally dependent, and 2 inor out at the pleafure 
ofthe faid Company 3 provided always, tbat they (hall all 
(wear Allegiance to the King, and after that, take a partt- 
cular Oath to the faid Company, in Confideration of Traf- 


fique and Commerce. 


Allowed, | 
) | XX VIL : | 
That his Majefty fhall vouchfafe to Authorize the faid 
Company, to fend Ambaffadours in his Majefties Name to. 
the King of Indie, andto Treat with them, either upon © 
Peace or Truce, or even to declare War withthem, and to 
do all other Acts which (hall be deemed by the Company, 
to ue for the Advantage of the faid Commerce. - vs 
~ Allowed. : 


XXVUT. 

That the DireCors of the Chamber-General and Partt- 
cular, fhall keep Regifter-Books of allthe Wages and Sale 
laries which they fhall give to their Olficers, Servants, 
Clerks, Workmen, Souldiers and others; which Books 
fhall be good Evidence in Court, and ferve for the Decifi- 
on of Queftions, upon any Demand or Pretenfion againft 
the faid Company. | 

Allowed. | ; 
| XXIX, 

That of all Differences that thall ar 
foever, concerning the faid Company, 
DireGors,. or Intereffed perfoas, and any one Particular, 
touching the Affairs of thefaid Company, the Circumftan- 
ces and Dependances fhall be judged and determined by the 
» tothe exclufion of all others, whereof 
‘the Sentences and Judgements fhall be executed Soveraign- 
ly and without Appeall, as far as 1500 Livres 5 and in cas 
fes ofan higher Concern, the Judgements and Sentences 
fhall be executed, notwithftanding all O ppofitions and Ap- 


peals whatfoever : The Appeal to be brought before the 
| Ordinary 
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Ordinary Judges that are properly to take Cognizance of 
ghe Matter 3 to which Effect, his -Majefty fhall be defired 
to Eftablifh the Gonfulary Juftice before {poken of, inthe 
To wn where it is not;-and wherefoever.elfe his Majefty 
fhall find it neceffary. 


Allowed. 
XXX. 


Thatall Criminal Matters, wherein any of the faid Com- 
pany fhall bea Party, whether as Plaintiff or Defendent, 
thall be Determined by the Ordinary Judges, provided als 
ways, that for no Caufe or Pretext whatfoever, the Crimi~ 
nal fpall ever-carry along with it che Civil -which fhall 
‘be {till judged as is aforefaid. 


Allowed. 
| XXXL , 

- That his Majefty fhall have the goodnefs to promife to 
the faid Company, Protection and Defence againft all Op- 
pofers, and by Force of Arms, to maintain them upon all 
Occafions,in the entire freedom of their Commerce & Navie- 
gation, & {ee them repaired in cafe ofany Injuries or Affronts 
offered them. Andin Cafe furtherof any Defign againtt 
the faid Company, to appoint them fuch Convoys both 
forward and backward, -at his proper Charge and Expenfes 
as may be fufficient to fecure the Company, not only over 
all the Coafts of Zwrope. and Africa, but even as far as India 
it felf. | 


_ Allowed. 
XXXIUI. 


That his Majefty fhall be pleafed to advance at -prefent 
out of hisown Goffers, a Fifth part of the whole Expenfe 
for the three firft Expeditions ; fo that fo foon as ever the 
Perfon Authorized for the receiving of the Moneys, fhall 
be named by the Company, his Majefty fhall caufe to be 
delivered into his hand Three hundred thoufand Ags 
Beit e ba 3 | H | an 
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and upon his receiving of Four hundred thoufand Zivres 
from the Perfons engaged, his Majefty fhall caufe to be 
delivered Three-hundred thoufand Livres: more, and fo 
forward to Three fifths for the firft year, which comes to. 
One fifth upon the wholes ( his Majefty furnifhing nothing 
atall for the two following years) by vertue of which Ad- 
vance, his Majefty will give a Foundation tothe Eftablith- 
ment of the faid Company, which will be of fo great. Ad. - 
vantage tothe State, . bes u 

Allowed. 


XXXII. a 
That his Majefty fhall be gracioufly pleafed, to lend the | 
faid Sum to the faid Company, without lotereft ; and even 
without any Participation in the faid Adventure, -his:Mae 
jefty contenting himfelf with the Companies Obligation of 
paying back the faid Sum, without Intereft at the end of | 
ten years, to reckon from the day whereupon ‘the faid 
Company fhall have perfected their firft Capital Stock; and 
in: cafe that at the end of the faidten Year, it fhould appear 
by a General Accompt then to be made,that the faid Come 
pany had loft of their Capital,that the whole Damnage thal] 
fall upon that Sum which his Majefty fhall have advanced. 
And his faid Majefty fhall be moft humbly defired, upon 
Valuation of the Eftate of the Company ( to fee whether 
they have gained or loft ) not to reckon upon Immovea- 
bles, Fortifications, Canon and Ammunitions 3 and to 
content himfelf with fuch Accompt as (hall be {tated by the 
Company, without bringing them toany. further Reckon- 
ing before the Chamber of Accompts, or elfewhere, 
Allowed. Provided, that the whole Eftate of the faid Company, fhall be valu- 
ed bond fide by the Chamber of Direction General. hamid Po 
XXXIV. 5 | 
That the Merchandifes that fhall come from the Indies, 
and, be confumed in’ Fra#ce, fhall pay but half the Duties 
charged upon them by his Majefties Rates, for his Rights 
| of 
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of the five Grofs Farms ; which Moyety fhall be regulated 
at fo much per Cents and for ich Gommodities as fhallbe 
fentinto Forreign Countries, or Countries exempt from 
Cuftom, whether by Sea or Land, they tuall pay no Due 
ties at all, either in or out: and fhall be depofited in their 
Storeshoufes, of the Cuftoms and Harbours of the. places 
where they Arrive 3 wherethere are any fuch, and where 
there arenone, they fhall be marked with Lead,and \aid up. 
till they are tobe taken away; at which places, an Account. 
of them (hall be given to the perfons Intereffed, or to'the 
Clerk of the faid five Grofs Farms, figned by one of the 
DireGors of the faid Company : and upon’ their Removal 
elfe-where, their fhall be an Obligation of bringing back 
withia a certaintime, a Receipt, with Proof that they are 
Arrived : and asto Merchandizes unknown, and. not as 
yet rated, they fhall pay three per Cent. according to the 
Valuation that fhall’be made of them, by the Chamber- 
General of the faid Company. — Pons, gains 

_ Allowed, as to the Exemption .of all Duties, the Valuation of Commodities 
wanknown by the Chamber-General, and the Regulation of the Rights upon them 
at three per Cent. And in regard that the Difcharge of one halfof the Duties of 


Entry, cannot be granted in manner as is defired ; for the Reafons which have al- 


ready appeared upon the Debate, there hall beallowed in ftead thereof, a cer- 


tain Sum upon the Return of each Veftel coming from the Indies, according tothe 


Regulation that fhall be made thereupon. 


DONIC eh. 
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That Wood, and other Neceffaries for building of the 


‘Ships of the faid Company, fhall be Exempt from all Du- © 


ties of Entry 3 the Veffels and Merchandizes free from.the 


Dutys of Admiralty, and Wood; and the Munitions of | 


War, Viduals, and other things neceflary for Victuallings 
and Embarquings requifite for the faid Company, fhall be 
free from all Rights ofin and out, during the Term of the 
prefent Priviledgee REE ek ee 
Allowed. Veffels bought be the Company, free of Admirals Dues. © 


at A stead als 
Wr Ae 


XXXVI. 


NY, 


a ag Rg Rg a la eat 
° f) So ‘ o/s ALE Sy 
> 4 
(ise TOSASOSATOS At 
b &) Fhe ee sa es = 
« Si ee rien Urea teriey0h | A wear | Ra 


x8 


ayy 
Ye 
x 


°o i 


-~A-@* 

ay aban Ges 
ak: ede 
= ° 


(NL ONS ONY 


oO 
(I 


ovoxe 
Ko” () wD 


rd ul 
2) 
x 
£, 2 Us 
Cee 
SS 
Hee 
yes 
ae : 


eS ON\/OWOVO 


7 ( “Sp ( 


eee Hever Dear eae (eer ae Uae Dae Drakes Wee eM ED h eRe hse Se 0 Seth 


eer ry fal 
Je 

eS 
NQF 


OE TS ees 
Lie Nay ee too 

ole Je 
2s { gO ese es) 
NMA ANKFANKRANOAS 


fioans fh tac 
-h:V ye = 
¥ ak admo, , 


| ; Akay, 
te -That his Majefty fhal order the furnifhing of the faid Company for their. Pro- 
| vifions and Equipages, with the Quantity of a Hundred Meafures of Salt, or what 
other number the faid Company thal have occafion for, in the Town of Haure 
de Grace, by the Hand of the Clerk of the Store of that Town, and at the Mer- 
El chants Price: provided always, that the Company thal deal fairly in the bufinefs, 
Hie — without abufing the Grant. | 
i Allowed. 
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XXXVII. Silas 
iis That his. Majefty thal permit the faid Company to fettle Ecclefiafticks in the 
a faid Ifles of Madagafcar, and other places where they fhal plant themfelves, in 
_ Auch Number,and of fuch Quality as the Company thai judge Convenient. 4 


Allowed. . 
That his Majefty fhal be moft humbly defired not to grant any Letters of Pro- 
tection, Refpit, Evocation, or Delay, to any that thal have bought the Goods of 
the faid Company, or Sold anything to their Ufe and Service, that fo the Com- 
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| | _ pany maybe always.in Condition to Compel their Debtors to make juft payment, 
Ba according to the Form and Tenor of their Obligations. , 
a | Allowed, rar ¥ : re iy ag 

a X XXLXs 
ae | That his Majefty: fhal be moft humbly defired, to vouchfafe that the Sienys Po¢* 
= quelin Pere, Maillet Pere, le Brun, de Faverolles, Cadeau, Samfon, Simonet, Fabaco 
sy & Scot, Merchants; may prefent thefe Articles, and receive his Pleafure theres 
es | upon: This Eftablifhment being of -Infinite Advantage, both to his Majefties 
mes Kingdom, and all his Subje€ts, who thal redouble their Vows and Prayers ior the 
ae | tong Continuance of his Majefties Health, = = i Sea 
my) fim i 
| Allowed. 


=O Pidy Sy 
Seo - That his Majefty be moft humbly defired, by the Deputies above-named, to 
<a) - vouchfafe, that in cafe any thing thal appear to be omitted in thefe prefent Ar- 
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Ye: W- 


<a ticles they may be allowed to deliver Memorials of them, to what Perfons he thal 
8 i. be pleafed to appoint, to make Report -thercof to his Majefty, and to be made 
a | ufe of in his Declaration, which fhal be Iffued in Confequence of this prefen¢ 
= Petition. : 
a) ! Examined and Concluded in Our Council, the laftday of May 1664. 
| Signed LOVIS', aud underneath DE LYONNE, Ay ie 


Gracious Permaffion, at the Fonfe of Monfieur Faveralics, 
Merchant at Paris, Tuclday, May 26. 1664. NY 
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Done and Refolved at the Affembly, held by bis Majefties 


perry 2 V7 ay v eyo i BY: 
> oy se. ip dence 
.. ° on | a }\re ‘ os ot fre *)tT. 


/ 


wy oe 
i" nf -. r> 4 

f iy | es 
(\ {\ CATS 


=U 
y 


AA) 


ALO AN 


ASV O 7% 


a 
2 


) ‘iy 
y 
aKhKonAo 


= | 


a 


SEC EP ECE TET EVV TU TT TT ETO ETT T OT er Te : 


OZ 


OZ 
4 


wv, } eS Yo 
aif 


Wy 


Wty 


S/N 


oN 


ie 
LAG |. 
‘ 
fa) 
we 
N\ 
ail 


Pari ean eae 


any 


=e = ane o COLO LOY IN WV 
a Sis 2 Gr era ed 


tian t= 


“9. 90. 9 0.90. fF 9e. (Pe Te ee : ; ; 
NRE RRR REARS IRGAGREN eM oi Me he ei te 
HASKE ; ihe : 
G ON AN oe ONS OS O EN: NS ‘O % VAWA & ‘e VA GAO/ACG SASS a SACAG 
ss at ; 2 eta i Weeaiapaiiia cyase 
Os Pe ieee = tt 2 Pe ~_ 


{9 \ 
x Bs 
ee P 

é 


~— te 
ST ~ 

Saree Pie 
eee 


“Sa 
= 


rte Gg 
\ (we 
Sa ; N Ss a 


<a” 
a 


‘ ics » 
a Ea 
re) SRV AO 
ee ‘ 2 
- ° e | 7 °° ” o e 
3 “ASU SATUS ASV. 
AY + \) | 2S) 


« 
e oe 
x 
v¢ 
. 4 
. CAVA 
W/OO 
ok eam = 
e (he > 
9 s 


Saag SS gic ata ali S R lD II BR gsNae t ‘ i rl i aS ca are 7 has Sa . =i ih aia eee Boer ise ew eee ‘ 
eds: Katee ; Rye nctint sige aE se F ve eae ee TS, pete TAS aaa a ne eb Se ae ORS aed) eee 1 hd aE 
; 2 =< FMS ee De Pea a 


sen citer vere eeeeereemee re ae ee 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


